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Dr N DV having ſprain'd his 
P $2 ancle, was not very deſirous of 
e buſineſs this morning, and ſo 
we both lounged away the time, after the 
example of our betters, till evening; we 
were then beckoned to by an officer, a8 
1 imagined, till he gave me to under- 
ſtand that he was only a life guardman, 
and earned as much money as a temple- 
25 Vor. II. B preacher 


= The SEDAN. 

- preacher in leſs time once a week: this 
being the very night, he gave me to 
- underſtand that at the houſe he was 
going to, he was to meet a city lady 
in a'dark room, -whoſe face he never 
faw, though he well knew her purſe 
and perſon. Whether the woman was 
unhappily married, or choſe to divert 
berſelf this way, I cannot ſay, but 
ſbe ſingled me out on guard at White- 
hall above twenty weeks ago, and ever 
ſince that time we have met once a 
week, as we ſhall now ; ſhe is more 
punctual than myſelf, and I always 
have a maſk tied on me before I go 
up ſtairs. What ſecret hiſtories there 
are in this great city! This gentle- 

man's arrival prevented further diſco- 
veries, but he left me to imagine what 
pranks are play'd by thoſe who wear 
very demure faces and venerable cloaths 

55 at 


„ 
at home. We were not idle long; a 
female player engaged us to go about 
ſoliciting for her benefit, ſo we had 
buſineſs enough. The airs ſhe gave 
herſelf when in the chair, compared 
to the humility without, was ſo ſtrange 
that I could hardly believe it one and 
the ſame perſon. Thoſe who gave 
gold were hardly thanked, but a few 
who gave ſilver were finely handled. 
What ! ſays ſhe, ſo I muſt curtſey to 
a parcel of pitiful ſhopkeepers for a 
paltry box-ticket ? 'tis well I have 
| other helps. Lord! the ſtage, like 

moſt of the genteel profeſſions, is ab- 
ſolutely come to nothing: I have 
| known the time when twenty tickets 
and twenty guincas went hand in hand, 


and perhaps nineteen burnt before my 


face. Now, Pl conſider you—pray 
leave your tickets I'll endeavour to 
WW B 2 | diſpoſe 
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diſpoſe of a few—the times are hard 
ſcarce ready money to go to market, 
and the like. What's this to a wo- 
man of fancy, genius, wit, elegance, 

expence, and taſte, like me? Why, 

I have waſh'd my hands in a bottle 

of champain before now, and bath'd 
in a bottle of lavender - water, but not 
through ſuch generous folks as theſe 
this morning: a pack of ignorant, 
unfeeling, ſenſeleſs, empty, miſera- 
ble, and inanimate beings —no ideas 
canaille, canaille, or, in Engliſh, grub- 
worms, grub worms - yet theſe leaden- 
pated animals will ſubſcribe a guinea or 
two to a ſtupid lecturer, with his 


poach'd eggs of eyes turned up to | 


heaven. Well, the age is. come to 
nothing, the world is turn'd topley- 
turvey—no taſte, faſhion, genius, or 
bon gout left. T'll go home and change 

my 


The SEDAN. 1 
my dreſs, for I hate to be ſeen above 
three hours in one gown. I was nei- 
ther glad or ſorry to loſe "ny gueſt, and 
we ſoon parted, | | 


6 The SEDAN. 


c HAN H. 

UR firſt ſalute this morning was 

a young gentleman in deep 
mourning, who, as he ſeated himſelf, 


bid us go to Doctors commons. He 1 


ſoon began—Faith the old buck held 
it out amazingly; I thought he would | 
have tip'd off with the inflammation in 

| his eyes ten years ago. I do fincerely 
believe ſome people can live out of 
| ſpite, or kill themſelves, when willing. 
Thus all the prime of my life has been 
conſumed in want and miſery: many 
2 girl have I loſt for the lack of a poor 
paltry guinea, when that ſcoundrel m y 
father had hundreds by him: but a 
guinea l why, he would. fay, in his 
flow diale&, a guinea is the intereſt of 


an hundred pounds of lawful money 
e of 


e Da 
of Great- Britain for a quarter of a year, 
and ſo the fool would reaſon. Well, 
as Shakeſpear ſays, by the mouth of 
Falſtaff, It is as impoſſible to ſeparate 
old age and covetouſneſs as young 
limbs and leachery. I think he can't 
come to life again, though I almoſt. 
fear it, as happineſs is never certain to 
us, particularly to me. He will find. 
it difficult to riſe and get out again, for. 


the maſons have, as they tell me, 


turn'd a double arch over him. I was 
once fooliſhly fond of plays, poetry, 
ſongs, madrigales, and all the jargon 
of fanciful heads and empty pockets,. 
but I declare there is more muſick in 
this paper. I am going with. to the 
. 2 than ever Shakeſpear gave. 
Let me read a little — Item, my 
5 at Reading, lying on the eaſt 
fide of the Thames, and ſtretching weſt. 
. "#4 :. mn 
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from the red bridge to the Ken- 
net. Oh! heavenly— there's epics, 
heroics, ſapphic, paſtorella, and all 
in one. Then he talks of his woods 
juſt afterwards, and his fiſheries. Why, 
nothing, in my mind, was ever truly 
poetical without trees and water. The 
young gentleman's arrival prevented a 
great deal more, but I imagine ſo 

much to the ſame purpoſe, - that the 

reader may pretty well gueſs the ſe- 
quel. While we were preparing to 
go towards St. Paul's, in order to ſtand 


a better chance of a fare back to our 


favourite end of the town, a gentle- 
man prevented our aſking him any 
queſtions, by beginning himſelf—My 
lads, fays he, I am lame, as you ſee; 
I have a viſit of ſome conſequence to 
make as far as Groſvenor-ſquare, 
wh, if I miſs. paying, perhaps 1 
may 


The SEDAN 9 
may loſe my bread. I am ſoliciting 
a ſmall place, in return for thirty years 


ſervice to, I fear, very ungrateful = 


maſters, and 1 will honeſtly tell you 
I have not enough to pay you in full, 
but will give you all I have about me. 
Prithee get in, ſays Paddy, and thou 
att ſo honeſt a fellow, that, if the gen- 
tleman ſhould not be at home, we'll 
come and feteh you every morning till 
he is. Rank and ſhew too often get 
reſpect, and you ſhall never appear at 
his door like a poor petitioner, while we 
with an hour's labour can make you 
look rich. Well, my noble maſter, 
what ſtreet? South-Audley, ſays he. 
As he fat down he was ſo ſhy, having 
been long oppreſs'd with forrow and 
expectation, to draw the curtains, leſt 
any one ſhauld ill naturedly ſay, and 
ſuch there are, that the fellow there 
6: had 
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had better pay his debts, or give bread 
to his children, than fling it away in 
chair- hire. An alderman of the city 
paſſing by gave him ſuch a look, that 
he imagined, when he ſaw his lips 
move, he ſpoke ſomething to that 
purpoſe, though he could not hear it 


particularly. What a world we live 


in! By this time we arrived, and 
Paddy bow'd as low at his quitting the 
chair as if he had got a double fare 
from a green frock buck upon the 
town going to the Shakeſpear, and 
cry'd, Shall I wait, an pleaſe your ho- 
nour? The footmen now were cun- 
ning enough to be civil, and, having 
done his buſineſs, he returned, and 
let us know, that the fooliſh gentleman 
made no ſcruple of granting his favour, 
now adding, that he lov'd to be re- 
_ and that till hitherto I had 
_ waited 


waited on him like a common beggar. 
I pleaded neceſſity, to which he cruel- 
ly anſwered, Chat ehe had rather peo 
ple would run in debt for cloaths, 
equipage, and elegance, than appear 
little, as he call'd it. I did not dare to 
ſay that what he call'd little I thought . 
great, which was not to make a figure 
at other's expence. T he gentleman 
tap'd at the window the moment he 
was got clear of the ftreet, and, telling 
us where he lived, begged to reward 
ſuch honeſt boys, as he ever after 
called us. W 
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CHAP. III. 


"JOW times and ſeaſons alter! 
| ſaid a gentleman when he had 
placed himſelf in the chair, and bid us 
go to the great hall, I mean the hall 
of great miſchief, great expence, great 
miſery, great lying, great caballing, 
great perſecution, and very great op- 

preſſion—], for at leaſt five years after 
began the profeſſion, thought with my⸗ 
ſelf that a new plan in the buſineſs 
muſt inevitably ſucceed. I tried it, 
having ſome little fortune to ſupport 
me during the experiment, beſides 
what I expected by my practice; I 
began by undertaking all paper cauſes, 
by endeavouring to protect innocence, 
help the injured, to prevent law-ſuits, 

and 


The SEDAN 13 
and never was ſo happy as when 1 


carried news of an accommodation to 
a diſtreſſed but worthy family; yet I 


found it difficult even to get the com- 
mon fees on the occafion—ftill they 
thought it was pity it was made up— 
that they had the undoubted right 
every body told them, and were ſure, 
if I had not compounded and ſettled 
the affair, they ſhould have got the 
whole to themſelves, after ſo much 
injuſtice done them. Theſe were the 
returns. Then, in tedious conveyances, 
I was for compriſing the whole in a 
few words, and not telling ſuch a long 
ſtory as my brethren of the quill. 
Well, the profeſſion of courſe con- 
demn'd me, and the parties, though 

not to my face, would often, as if I 
heard, fay—Why, I think it cannot 
| - 
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be ſo ſafe and good a conveyance as. 
what we once had before II remem-. 


ber there were ten large ſheets or 
ſkins of parchment on the, occaſion; 


and fo they chang'd their lawyer 
but, after five years experience, and 
ſinking my little fortune almoſt to 
the laſt guinea, at preſent I thrive. 
admirably well. Stay, I have now: 
near ſeventy cauſes at-common law, 


3 ſome of them infant ones, others near 


expiration, but, thanks to the glo- 
rious ſpirit of ſome folks, and the. 
delicious uncertainty of law in general, 
as they go off they will be replaced 
1] do not doubt. When they talk of. 
accommodating matters now, I laugh, 

and fay, 1 wiſh then for: their ſakes 
I had never undertaken it, for I have 
entered ſo very deeply into your con- 


cerns, 


ies DA i 
cerns, that I have ſcarce had a night's: 
| ſleep: this month, for I am convinced 
of your right: in the affair, and there- 
fore doubt not a verdict in your favour. 
T have often ſaid this when I privately 
knew the contrary z but I muſt live, 
and I fee I can very well now, though 
1 ſtarved before. Then 1 preach up 
to my patients, for I think they de- 
ſerve that title as well as thoſe who are 

under medicinal hands, and I ſecretly 
call them ſo, that a verdict is a pub- 
lick affair, and proves they have had 
a victory. They generally ſwallow | 
this pill. without any gilding at all, 
eſpecially widows and maiden aunts, 
who love law after a certain age as 
dearly as they would have done ſome- 
thing elſe, if they had not been 
thwarted when young. We now. 
arrived at the great hall's great door, 
and, 
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and, our burden having truly been 
a very heavy one, we bid adieu to 
buſineſs for an hour by conſent, and 
went to ſalute the alderman . | 


4 A catit-wotd for going to an ale-houſe, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


other day ſet Paddy often into 


a reverie of thinking, that, would 
people's pride once ſuffer them to be 
open, fair, and honeſt, many advan- 
tages muſt reſult from it. Why need 
a man be aſhamed of poverty? ſays 

| he: tis a lot that falls as accidentally 
to ſome people as riches to others. 1 
declare I had more pleaſure in carrying 
that honeſt man for nothing the other 
day, as it then appeared to us, tho“ 
| he has generouſly paid us fince, than 
| all the tinfil gentlemen on the town: 
but theſe chaps, with their fine trap- 
pings, are often, rather than own their - 
diſtreſs, ſet down at thorough-fare 
mers; and indeed twice at Weſt⸗ 
minſter- 


UR noble-hearted EY the 
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an inſtant making her hoop anſwer the 
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minſter- hall we felt the ill conſequence 
of its having another way out. Chair, 
your honour, who calls a chair? No- 


body did that I heard of, but habit 1s 
ſo prevailing that it ſlips from them as 


innocently as common oaths from the 


mouths of grenadiers. But, at laſt. a. 
well-dreſs'd lady, with- a remarkable. 
blooming complexion, ſtopt us, and in 


end of-window-curtains, by ſmothering. 


her face under them, ſhe bid me go to 


a certain -houſe in Leiceſter- fields.---IfF, 


you can read, ſays ſhe, you'll ſee over 


the door, which houſe I mean; and, 


then began : Revenge! ſays. ſhe, is. 
| ſweet, even where you puniſh the in- 


nocent for the guilty. I remember, 
ſays ſhe, I have been honeſt enough to 


tell my cuſtomers, that my health was 
uncertain; tho' to my knowledge I was 
not ſure of any ſymptom leaping that 


** 7 
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way: and how was I rewarded, per- 


haps kick'd down ſtairs pennyleſs and. 


ſupperleſs, and forced to walk home in 
the rain, with a quere, at parting, of a 


particular kind--- What the devil did 
you come here for, then? Tears and 
remonſtrances were all in vain. The 


waiter was firſt knock'd down for 


fetching a bad commodity, as it is cal- 


led, in the trade; and the chairman 
very narrowly eſcaped the fame fate, 
tho' as innocent as the pen is of mur- 
der that writes the dead warrant. F rom 
this time ſhe ſat out on the plan of the 


lawyer yeſterday, and vowed vengeance 


on the whole race of mankind. I 
think, fays ſhe (pulling out her ſauif- 
box, with a mirror on the inſide of the 


lid) nobody can find me out to-day, 
| 2 am ſure I will not declare the ſe- 


: beſides, a ſurgeon promiſes me 
ande and advice, gratis, if I will 


but 
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but ſpread the diſorder, for the benefit 
of the profeſſion in general; for, ſays 
he, they muſt go ſomewhere among 
us. And, tho' I hate the individuals 
ſufficientiy for their perſecutions, and 
attacks on my noſtrum for the diſorder; 
yet, I would promote the trade too. 
By this time the blooming gueſt tapp'd 
at the window, and we left her to be- 
tray, as ſhe had been betrayed. I with 
Tcould have told the ferret, and burn d 
to do it; but that would have ſpoil'd 
at wy Joy and bufinefs ever after. 


CHAP, 
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CHA mh 


man, ſomething like a phyſician, 


but he was only a ſurgeon, As ſoen 

as ſeated, he began, Why I remem- 
ber walking, ſays he, from one end of 
the town to the other to bleed from a 


crown to a ſhilling ; for I dared not re- 


fuſe, as my waſher-woman, barber, and 


ſhoe-boy, (the three neceſſary officers 
of a batchelor's houthold) were gene- 
rally very ſuſpicious, and rather impu- 


5 dent towards the end of the week: but 


fince I kept a chariot (which God only 
knows how it is ſupported, or rather 
ſupports itſelf, my motto being Vires 


acquirit eundo) 1 get a guinea for 
breathing a vein, and often more. The 


world don't know that 1 keep horſes 


” 


O. s firſt 3 was a gentle- 
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by the week only, and fo I often fave a 
month by complaining of a poor lame 


beaſt, or a perch broke, and then I take 
a ſhilling's worth of Sedan (as I do to- 


day) and all goes as well! My coach, 
my Lady, is painting, ſays I to one; 


to another, Don't you remember my 
dear horſe, my Lord, by heaven's! he 


pulled the coachman from his box yeſ- 
terday, and had like to have overſet the 
navigation —-you ll therefore pardon 
me waiting on you in this manner; 
thus I go on. Being known once to 
have had my chariot, I am always ſup- 
pos'd to have it, which is a great miſ- 
take; ford have ſcarce rode in it theſe 


three weeks. Ng Donaldſon and 
I are couſins. I do ſuppoſe by this 
(tho' I never dd learn)-that maſter 

| Donaldſon, as he called him, was a ſta- 
ble- keeper ſomewhere, and very friend- 


ly to his countrymen, or relations, and 
*. 5 . 1 
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ſo we parted : for I believe he walk 'd 
home, by the ſcheme he ſeem'd tolay of 
economy, whenever he could put it in 
practice. Well! and I don't blame the 
world; any thing is better than bilk- 
ing, ſays Paddy. Within a few 
yards we were bargain'd with by the 
time, or the ground, by a very fat lady, 
| whom we refuſed as to the firſt, and 
ſo ſhe quarrell'd about the latter. Pad- 
dy had not forgot his burthen the other 
day toWeſtminſter-Hall, and, indeed, ſo 
much buſineſs had been done within a 
few monthe, that we were forced to 
ſend our Sedan to the phyſicians, to 
order ſomething for its relief, as it grew 
weak of body. We went immediate- 
ly to the maker's in Coventry-ſtreet, 
where I was left for a week to be refit- 
ted; during which time, my two at- 
tendants went to ſee their relations, and 
1 was . (difagreeable ſituation 
EY n | 
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5 enough to an active mind) in . com 
mon ſhop, where I dreaded hearing the 
raſcally workmen finging paltry ſongs, 
or telling moſt ſtupid and unentertain- | 
ing ſtories ; but things took a more fa- 
vourable turn, for J had more pleaſure 
and room for obſervation here, than ever 
I had abroad: this the reader will ſoon 
find,---and find with me, that my 
confinement was better than liberty. 
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13 HE very firſt morning after my 
being placed in a corner here, 


ttll materials were ready for me; and 
by the bye, like the world ſhov'd into 


a corner to give place to my gaudy bet-. 
ters; no leſs than ten capital Sedans be- 
ing then finiſhing for the great, I over- 


heard ſome things that made me ſmile ; 
others, that vex'd me. The opening 


of the ſhop us'd to be troubleſome and 


noiſy in general ; and indeed this, but 
too oftcn, gave way to as bad a noiſe 


from the ſeveral ingenious or bungling 


artificers there. Well! as I ſay, the 
firſt morning very early, the maid who 


was to open the door was called a little 


ſooner than ordinary, by a gentle tap at 


the kitchen window; this was no other 
VOI. II. 8 1 
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than a proper and faithful meſſenger 


do carry off all the broken meat of the 


houſe, ſome coals in a tub, artfully co- 
vered with cinders, for fear of prying 
and examining eyes, and candles not 
much conſumed, having been lighted 
perhaps only for one game at cards, or 
ſo ; but the meſſenger had not entirely 
perform'd her duty, for having called at 
a diſtiller's before ſhe came, and taken a 
glaſs or two of that, bar is (according 
to their diale&) ſhe forgot to tap at the 
kitchen window as uſual, and by miſ- | 
take knock'd gently at the ſtreet door : 
the' maſter of the houſe had like to 
have been a gainer by it ; for, by this 
means the woman might have been 


turn'd off, had not Mrs, Betty been 


of a very forgiving and merciful nature, 
by which means a freſh correſpondence 
Was ſettled, and an alliance offenſive 
and defenſive continued between the 

| parties, 
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parties. But tho the maſter, as I faid 
before, might have been a gainer, it 
would have no longer than while Mrs, 
Betty would have found another as 
faithful in her intereſt, which would 
have been the caſe in two days at far- 
theſt. After the ſhop was open'd, half 
the valet de chambres and maitre d'ho= 
tels in London came; and when I could 
overhear them talk, the words generally 
were, My uſual fees—you know, I aſk 
nothing but what is cuſtomary ;—tis 
our undoubted right--poundage! for ſer- 
vice is no inheritance, and we muſt | 
make hay while the ſun ſhines. Some- 
times a whiſper went on, which by the _ 
conſequences of delaying to ſend a ſedan 
home (tho very completely finiſh'd) I 
found to be a hint, that his maſter, or 
Sir William, or my lord, or his grace, 
(for we muſt not go higher) was not a 
| ſafe man, as they call it; by which 


C3. - 
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means a double fee accrued imme- 
diately, and the tradeſman was after- 
wards to find a reaſon for the delay, 
which I don't doubt but he did, as 
their natural inclination, and the frauds 
they meet with, ſo well inſtru& them 
to find a thouſand—to make way for a 
new piece of work for my lord of * 
who ſometimes pays 4 tradeſman to 
make bim flare (as Mr. Pope ſays) put 
me ſo out of the way of hearing fur- 
ther, that I remained melancholy all 

the reſt of the day, only in hopes of 
recovering my place again next morn- 


ing. 


Z 
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CHAP. VII 


J I he wiſh'd, 4 it fortunately 
happened; for there was a ge- 
neral remove of all the goods in the 
ſhop, and the materials being ready, I 
was brought near the door to be refit- 
ted, Here I had fine room for ſpecu- 
lation; I could hear what people ſaid 
in the ſtreet as they pa's'd to and again. 
Two ſervant-maids reading a play- bill 
paſted up againſt the door, ſaid, My 
dear, I will explain the affair to you, 
for I have lived in town longer than 
you—This Romeo is juliet's ſweet- 
heart, and the family are greatly againſt 
the match; and, I ſuppoſe, they never 
pay her any fortune (like parents in 
general on thoſe occaſions) ſo that I 
fancy their untimely end,—(for Oh! I 
%%% J. 
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once ſaw the play) is owing to their 
running in debt after the marriage, and 
not being able to ſupport the expence, 
which I know by my laſt place muſt 
be very great; they give out other rea- 
ſons in the play, as one does in common 
life, for the matter of that; for, would 
I tell where I am now going, Betty, 
unleſs I choſe it? So that his baniſh- 
ment is little better than being a bank- 
rupt, and afraid of his creditors. I can 
ſee thro' it all! for I was at a charity- 
ſchool, and had a very good education 
afterwards, tho' now, indeed, I am 
down a little in the world, by the baſe 
uſage of capt. ; you know who 


I mean. The fineſt part is what they 
call the proceſſion, and the burying ;-- 
there's all the ſinging folks attend, and 
ſuch plenty of links and torches, that 1 
never faw the like even when our dear 


Sir Watkin, the parliament-man, died. 
Well! 
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Well! J have a friend there that can 
get an order, I believe, for the upper 
gallery; as among friends, I have grant- 
ed him many a favour : but, if not, Pl. 
treat you, 'tis eafily fetch'd up again, as 
I market for the family I live in. When 
I came to be hired, you muſt know, I 
told my miſtreſs J expected to have the 
marketting, as her wages and vails were 
ſo ſmall; when ſhe ſaid, That is as 
much as to ſay, child! that you are to 
cheat me out of the difference. Well! 
you ſee I'm lame and cannot help my- 
ſelf; fo if you cheat me, you'll be pu- 
niſh'd in the next world ſeverely for it. 
Ah! fays I, privately, I'll run a ſcore 
for the next world, fo I can but live 
well in this :—and, indeed, I generally 
get a crown a week by the job of mar- 
ketting : beſides, as my miſtreſs never 
weighs any thing, I generally take off 
ſome few ounces of the butter, and as 
GS —- 
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I was bred up in a dairy, I work it up 


again (having a mould of my own, 
and a counterpart of the market-wo- 
man's ſtamps) ſo I defy her to find me 
out. She has her wine from the ta- 
vern, and out of every bottle, good na- 
turedly, gives me a large tumbler-glaſs : 
I ſet this all by privately, and, by de- 
grees, have thus a whole bottle ready at 
hand ; and, if ſhe complains of its be- 


ing dead at once, I cry, Oh! madam, 


Iam told (tho' am no judge of thoſe 


things) that your ſharp or ſweet Wines 


are not the beſt, but your flattiſh wines 
are more wholeſome, and prove the age 
of it; by this time a third join'd com- 
pany, who had the honour to be of 
their acquaintance. She had a deal- 
box, without a hinge, under her arm, 


| ſo big as not to be able almoſt to graſp 


it, and had prudently tied it round with 


a garter, on which I ſaw a ſcrap of a 


motto, 
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motto, or poſie, from a very old ſong— 
the man who ventures furtheſt, They 
| ſoon began, Where now, my dear De- 

|  borah? when did you leave your place? 
S To-day, ſays ſhe—yes, about an hour 
ſince, without any quarrel : —no, no, 


only I have heard of a better; and as | 
I love muſic, and 'tis a chearful fitua= 


tion, I ſhall go to it immediately; — tis 
next Ranelagh-houſe, and as I have 
been to ſee the premiſes, I can aſſure 
you 'tis true: I can hear the muſic as 
plain in the back kitchen, as if I was in 
the garden; ſo, while they (for they are 
good-natured people, and of courſe ea- 
ſily deceived) think I am at work, I 
am in my element; but I tell them 
I hate muſic that I think i is politic 
enough, elſe they would give me leave 
to hear it, and truly, I hate to aſk. or ac- 
| Cept of any thing——Oh ! liberty is a 
tweet thing; you know the ſong, —I 

C2 n ſhall 
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ſhall ſtay there till the ſeaſon is over, 
and then come among you again, my 
dears—they are too generous to hin- 
der me ferving myſelf, when I tell 
them I can better my ſituation ; other- 

wiſe I ſhould find it difficult to get 
away, as they feldom give ſervants any 
cauſe of complaint ; yet what can we 
do ?---I want to ſee the world, and the 
place (pleaſant as it now is) will be 
dull enough towards the winter, when 
T ſhall make my leg and away, tho), 
indeed, it will go againſt me. Fhe de- 
light the huſband of the family expreſ- 
ſes in gardening, and cultivating his 
fruits and flowers, and the hoſpitality 
he ſhews to ſtrangers, on his fide ; and 
the great humanity the ladies (for there 
are two) beſtow on all their dumb 
creatures, will make it difficult to me 
to part with them, I know :—but our 
motto is well known at our club, every 
oh 
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one for bimſelf you know the reſt. 
But fay the two, who have been filent 
theſe ten minutes (for her tongue was 
ſo flippant, that ſhe hurried all the fore- 
going off in that time, and more too 
could I have remembered it) how are 
you diſpos'd this evening? We have a 
propoſhal to make to you: your box 
| ſhall be left at a friend's of our's, and 
we'll treat you to a play. They very 
ſoon agreed, and by this means I loſt 
many further anecdotes of families, 
which I am ſure the kind reader would 
have liked as well as myſelf ; however, 
I heard them fay before they went, that 
they would firſt call at the diſtiller's, 
to take a glaſs, and alfo a bottle of the 
good creature to /quench their thirſts at 
the play : and it was further agreed, on 
their honours, and they repeated it again 
and again, that if any gentleman or 
gentlemen were to take a fancy to 
| them, 
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them, they were to divide company 


inſtantly to carry the affair on better, 
and afterwards account fairly (as co- 


partners and joint-traders) for the pro- 


fits of the evening. Our ſhop was 
very ſoon afterwards ſhut up, ſo that I 


loſt all pleaſure from paſſengers, and 
only heard oaths, vile ſongs ſung to vi- 
ler tunes, and plots without end from 


the ſeveral workmen and apprentices 
againſt their maſter, too common and 
too tedious to trouble the reader with— 
and fo I break off for the preſent. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


T HE firſt thing that knppantd this 
| morning, was the maid telling 
one of the journeymen, her favourite, 
that all the family would be out of 
| town that night, and begging his com- 
pany as uſual, She ſaid, I know of old 
| that you will be late, fo I ſhall leave 
| the door on the latch ; ſhould any one 
come in but yourſelf, why I don't care-- 

I ſhall ſtay here no longer that Chriſt- 
mas ; and if any thing is loſt, you can 
with a hammer and chiſſel ſpoil the 
lock, ſo as if it had been broke open by 
a highwayman ; but I hope it will not 
happen. Do John, my dear John! 
be punctual. By his eager kiſs I do 

| ſuppoſe he was; tho' I could hear no- 

thing of words between them. The 

window-ſhutters being all taken down, 
E 


ſiure of goſſipping. I ſaw a ſerjeant in 
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and day- light pretty well come on, I 
was placed at the door to have the ope- 
ration of new nails drove into my poor 

fides, back, and belly: I heard much, 
nay more than if I had been employ'd 
in my buſineſs, as there only one 
perſon at a time 1s talking. Here were 
groupes paſſing or ſtanding ſtil], waiting 
to croſs the way, or merely for the plea- | 


the guards ſeize a poor young deſerter, 
and he ſaid to himſelf, Thank God for 
this windfall! I wanted to pay my rent, 
and this will effectually do it. A bai- 
liff very cloſely. purſued another poor 

fellow cloſe to me, when one of the 
| workmen in the ſhop (who had learnt iſ 
to feel for others, by having felt him- 
felf) ſlipt him into a ſedan chair, then 
unfiniſh'd, and covering the chair with 
a cloth (which was at hand) the offi- 

cer, who had purſued him into the 


Jena. R 0 _— 8 
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very houſe, went backwards, thinking 
the fellow had been there, when an 
arch-dog confirmed it by faying, Faith, 
I did not know who or what he was; 
but I ſaw him ſet his foot on the wa- 
ter- tub, there in the corner of the yard, 
and fo climb up the ſpout, till he eſ- 
caped over the back-warehouſe. Away 
went the fellow after him, and it was 
no diſagreeable thing to the multitude 
when he fell backwards and ftunn'd 
himſelf by the fall, The moment he 
| recovered himſelf a little, he had the 
impudence not to aſk pardon or for- 
giveneſs for his rude entry, but to de- 


mand aſſiſtance; but they ſoon turn'd 


bim out at the door, Tong before which 

| time the poor priſoner had eſcaped, 
The next thing that happened was a 
droll fellow, who planted himſelf with 
his back to the door, and began to ſing - 
| 3 ballads for the price of a half- 


penny]! 
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penny ! I found by his own account 
how little genius was rewarded, for he 


ſwore he had wrote moſt of them him- 


ſelf, and had ſcarce fold enough to buy 


a a dinner in Liver-lane, where the ordi- 
nary is but two-pence, bread and ſmall- 


beer included ; but luckily, a good-na- 
tur'd and long-rob'd counſellor paſſing 
by in his chariot, he ſtopp'd to hear 


him, and bought one; the fellow know- 
ing his mark, ſaid, Ah! my noble maſ- 


ter! you plead and I ſing:— tis all for 


the fame reaſon, and all leads to the 


ſame end,---our ſtomachs, We muſt 


cat, and whether tis mutton or veni- | 


ſon, food muſt be had. You talk 
law, 1 ſing ſtanzas, twill be all the 


fame one hundred years hence. The 


noble counſellor. fell a laughing, and 


buying all -his ſtock in trade for his 


wit and ee both which he 
loved ; 
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loved; —cried, G0 on coachman to 
Weſtminſter-Hall, that I may get mut- 
ton, as my honeſt friend ſays, tho not 
exactly the ſame way. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


| A Serjeant's guard paſsd by early this 
morning, and one of the fellows 
talking a little oddly, the ſerjeant ſaid, 
What! do you mutiny here ? reduce 
that fellow : this was taking off his 
cap, and putting on an hat——this 
was all that paſs'd ; but it threw me in 
a reflection, how the pompouſneſs and 
importance of words often carries a 
man thro' danger and fatigue too. 
Thus, a true ſoldier would be deviliſh 
angry (if I underſtand the trade right) 
to be ordered to dig in the ditches, 
but give them the name of trenches, 
and he will go thro' more pain, la- 
bour, and hard weather, than any Bat- 
terſea gardener in the uncertain month 
of March. Again, a trooper would be 
very angry (and never forgive his offi- 
cer 
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cer) was he order'd to curry his horſe; 
but give it the name of dreſſing him, 
and he does it at once. A ſoldier is 
never to own he is tired of marching ; 
but when he is no longer a ſoldier, and 
broke, he grows very much fatigued 
with walzzng, and owns it. Call a 
common garret his quarters, and the 
old fellow fleeps very well: give the 
apartment the true name of lodgings, 
and his happineſs is at end; for he can 
neither eat, drink, or fleep with com- 
fort there afterwards. A foldier never 


lies well, but is ſubſiſted; and under 


the word ſubſiſtence he will eat any 
thing, when, before his ſtomach would 
turn at the ordinary provided for him. 
An alehouſe is a raſcally place; a ſut- 
tling-houſe a paradiſe; and I often ſmile 
at the gentle expreſſions of war and 
ſieges, where playing the cannon, fi- 
lencing of batteries, making diverſions | 
ON 
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on the left or right (as it ſhall happen) 
are fine ſalves for the pain and torment 
they all feel in executing their duty, 
While I was meditating on what aroſe 
from the circumſtance of the ſerjeant, 
reducing a grenadier to a private man 
(which no doubt was a diſgrace at his 7 
ſutling-houſe, as great as a general offi 7, 
cer in France being ſent to the Baſtile i «1 
I overheard a colloquy, not ſo plain af ye 


I could have wiſhed, from the noiſe the fo 


fellow made in driving in nails over th 
my head; but yet 1 heard it. Me. ne 
Bates, you know my heart, ſays a rag - 


ged young lady, I have a foul, and ſcor g 


to do pitiful things; when the paltyMl 1 | 
ring was left between three of us, ſhare] 7; 
and ſhare alike, they pretended to ſay lin 


I then owed my grandmother, for mo- va 


ney borrowed at ſeveral times, four 
ſhillings. Well! what did I do? Why, 
tho' my lawyer (and his advice coſ 

| me 
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me half a crown, for I love to go to the 
eminent ones, and hate to do a ſhabby 


thing, as I ſaid before) told me over 


and over again that I ſhould get a War- 
ay; if ſo be, and in caſe as how I went 
to law for my right and privileges, yet 


I generouſly gave the right I had to my 


I thirds, and left it between them to ſet- 


ne it among themſelves; and as to what 
7 you tell me about Giles, tis all a lye ; 
for if the cart and horſes was his own 


that he now drives (whereof they are 


not) I'd ſooner marry Ebenezer, tho“ 
"M1 work'd to give him the wedding- 


ſhirt to his dear back. No! you know 


have a foul !— Moving on towards 


Leiceſter-fields, and my operator doub- 


hug the ſtrokes of his hammer, the reſt _ i 


vaniſh'd into air. 


CHAP. 
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PHE 65 bills 61 aid before) be- 
ing paſted up pretty near where 
I was planted, I had perpetual amuſe- 
ment. An old woman this morning, 
with great exactneſs put on her ſpecta - 
cles, and looking over the characters fi 
of ſome tragedy, when ſhe came toi 
the part of the Ghoſt to be done by 
Mr. Berry, faid, then He will be 
damn'd eternally, as he deſerves, ai 
wicked profane ſinner Why, what 


anabominable world we live in ! they'll MW M 
all be damn'd that are in that paper, but ¶ x. 
particularly himſelf. When ſo many get 


ſermons have been wrote againſt pro- 
faneneſs, and folly, and luxury, and im- 
morality, tis very amazing to me that 
they {till will follow it. I ſhould not 
be 
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be ſurprized, if the devil was to fly away 
with the roof of the houſe, and par- 
ticularly Covent-Garden, when they are 
ſhewing the devils and hell- fire, as cou- 
ſin Edward has told me; and as I live, 
here is a dance by a devil; Madam 
Cap: devil too. ſo there are ſhe-devils 
„then; I believe they will find old Sa- 
an alone enough to manage them, or 

lam miſtaken greatly, and have heard 
o bomilies and prayers. to no purpoſe. 
Away ſhe pac'd, or rather hobbled. 
A pert barber and his brother ſhaver 
next read them over; and when he ſaw 


che part of the King to be perform'd by 
1 Mr. — „he faid, I know him 


ut BY well! and a great man he is; for you 
generally ſee he does the king, while 
0- Bf your famous Garrick ſeldom does any 
thing better- than a tobacco-man or a 
gameſter, or ſome ſuch low thing. 

| : | Lord! 
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Lord! it is not the number of lines 

they ſpeak (you underſtand me) that 
makes the part, but the cloaths and 

the attendants. Why now you ſhall 

fee that Garrick, whom his particular 

friends puff to mightily, coming in, as 
I fay, like a beggar, and the moment 
this man appcars, all the drums beat, 
and the trumpets ſound, and the ſcene 
all drawn back, and ſuch numbers of 
fine "attendants on him, ſo that the 
whole houſe applaud before they ſee 
his face, which is a compliment due to 
majeſty, and then he appears as fine as 
a lord, and is a king indeed : — then 
' ſneaks in your Garrick again, without 
even a lac'd hat, or a ſword on zn, 
no, talk of your Garrick's, and your 
Quin's, Vinſſon for my money. Well! 
let's read a little further ; - 

ſailor, with a * in character, by Mr. 
Beard: 


un 
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Beard :—Lord | what a mean life! to 
ſing in a common failor's habit, that 
you might buy for ten ſhillings at any 
ſlop- ſhop in Wapping. But ſee — 
at Covent-Garden, when he does a 
God, which is more than a king ;— 
| there's for you: this convinces me that 
Mr. Beard is nobody, when you come 
to the matter of that. King Pluto is 
my fav'rite all over ; his feathers on his 
head, and his very expenſive coat, con- 
vinces me he is by far the greateſt 
man of the two; then ne is always 
| attended too by many well-dreſt men 
(tho' not ſo fine as himſelf) who all 
dance in red ſtockings, which ſhews 
great reſpe& and rank, as they appear 
like ſo many footmen, till thoſe raſ- 
cals had the impudence to wear white 
ones, in imitation of us—'tis an im- 
pudent age! Well! I muſt go and 
| ſhave at the work-houſe, and then 
„ D „ 
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I'll meet you, and make a party to 
hear old king Pluto fing. Done, ſays 
his friend, and fo they went about 
their buſineſs, ſuch as it was. 
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CHAP. 5 


Y wounds and bruiſes, 7 fre- 

| quent attendances: on- courts, 
play-houſes, night- work, and ſo on, be- 
ing now completely ſet to rights by my 

= ingenious operator here, I am in daily 
expectation of being called away from 


a place I have found more delight in _ 


than any where hitherto; but I fill 
got a day's reprieve, Paddy and his 
friend being yet in the country; and 
indeed ſome of the work not being þ 
quite dry and finiſh'd, I had hopes of 
a longer reſpite, An oratorio-bill be- 
ing ſtuck up this morning for the firſt 
time, a methodiſt paſt by, and turning 
up his eyes, ſaid, Well! if judgment 
is very long withheld from this coun- 
try, I ſhall be ſurprized. Here's Iſrael 


in Egypt to be perform'd at a play- 
LOW i HOUR ; 
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Houſe; here are all the curſes which 
were denounced, and were executed 
upon a ſinful people, laugh'd at, tho 
the ſame hand may continue them on 
us: he went on thus for half an hour, 
and concluded by tearing down the pa- 
per, and telling every body, as he went 
along, that the world was mad, tho' I 
myſelf heard him, in a whiſper, ſay, He 
was there a few days ago to ſee ano- 
| ther by a name I could not remember 
| fince, At his departure a pair of French 
| refugees ſtopp'd cloſe to me, and began 
to let me know that it was impoſlible 
to grow rich in theſe days: they knew 
the time when coffee was only a penny 
a diſh at coftee-houſes, but now raiſed 
to double the ſum. They added too, 
that the canaille were fallen into the 
gout of the nobleſſe, for in former days 
they could buy at poulterers ſhops ſtale 
game, and at fiſlhmongers, fiſh of about 
ten 
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ten days old, and nobody to bid againſt 
them; but now common carmen muſt 
eat a brace of teal, widgeon, woodcock, 
ſripe, or partridge, and fay it has a 
fine reliſh :---we had this to ourſelves 
formerly. One of them had a bull- 
dog with him, and being aſk'd what 
he was going to do, faid, That he ſent 
to his friend, the butcher (with whom 
he had dealt. many years) for his dog 
to go a ſhooting with, or, as they ſay, 
a la chaſſe. They now talk'd much of - 
politics, change of kings and kingdoms, 
univerſal monarchy, the arms of France, 
the climate, the wine, the people, the 
navy, the fortified towns, the palaces, 
| the gardens; then damning England 

with a very heavy curſe, they both. 
took leave, one a la chaſſe, and the 
other to receive a quarter's penſion 
granted to his father by king William, 
C 
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and till ſtanding in his name, though 
dead ten years ago ;---for French refu- 
gees never die, if they have penſions 
or places. ; | 


p - 
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CHAP. XII. 


Reprieve is come for one day 
A. more, partly owing to Paddy's 
not having enough to get a receipt in 
full; and the tradeſman knowing the 
climate he was born in, and therefore 
unwilling to truſt him: a bill was paſted 
vp for an afſembly ; this occaſion d 
many ſpectators, and all of as different 
opinions, as they were of different fea- 
tures and complexions. One ſwore it 
| was an academy for whoring and gam- 
ng ; a ſecond rubb'd his hands for joy, 
and bleſt himſelf that he ſhould meet 
Molly there; a third ſparkled his eyes 
to think he had a chance of winning 
{ incog. a few hundreds or ſo, and if a 
loſer, of making off incog: too; 
Thus they all went on; another ſwore it 
| Was a good tavern at the worſt, and 
D — _ 
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that as a dreſs coſt him nothing (having 
a friendſhip with a Harlequin of his 
own ſize) he could eat and drink his 
pennyworth out, as he had often done. 
Well! fays a lady, now I ſhall have 
an opportunity of ſhewing them what 
true French dancing is, which one can't 
but in a proper dreſs, unfit for a com- 


mon room; but a good old man ſhook iſ 


his head, and ſaid, Oh! Great Britain, 
you will ſoon be little indeed! Their 
converſation was remov'd by beaus and 
belles coming in to buy wedding- ſe- 
dans: Lord ! my dear, ſays one, I ſhall 
never be happy with a velvet lining, 
unleſs tis figured---do give me my way 
in this trifle, my lord, and I'll give you 
your's in any thing. Another cries, 
My ſedan muſt be the exact ſhape, pat- 
tern, and fize of my lord ———, or 
I ſhall never be able to ride in it with 
pleaſure, A whiſper being given to 

; One 
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dne of theſe fine gentlemen that a per- 

ſon wanted him, he went, and to his 
unſpeakable ſurprize (for, indeed, he 
could not ſpeak a word) found him to 
be a bailiff, with a writ for a cool thou- 
ſand pounds. The match was ſo near 
concluded, that had the chair been fi- 
niſhed, it might all have been over; 
but the lady (on whoſe ſide the for- 
tune entirely was) ſaid, ſhe never would 


conſummate, till ſhe could ſet out all 


at once with complete equipages ; for 
that all the miſery lad) felt in 
| matrimony, was owing to her begin- 
ning in a plain way. There is nothing 
done without an early impreſſion on 
the public the firſt day, which nothing 
but new liveries and new equipages 
can bring about: - whether I am hap- 
py or not, ſays ſhe, they ſhall think me 
ſo; and nobody ever was happy, that 
had not ſplendor like the ſun. The 
D 5 ä 
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lady ſeem'd to be more griev'd at her 
unfiniſh'd chair, than the loſs of her 
intended huſband. Whether the match 
continued or broke oft I can't fay ; but 
] imagine Miſs lov'd ſplendor too well, 
to admire poverty and diſtreſs in her 
lover and intended help- mate. 
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CHAP. XII. 


I length, by the arrival of Pad- 
dy and his partner with new 
poles, I got ſoon from what my 
friends thought confinement, and en- 
tered again into a public and hurrying 
life. I could almoſt have wiſhed ne- 
ver to have been removed, I liked my 
ſituation ſo well —Well! twas my 
fate, and poor Sedan muſt ſubmit. 
Habit is a great matter; for, having 
been firſt on terra firma for a week 
paſt, when the man raiſed me from 
the ground, I tottered and tumbled; 


and indeed a week's diſuſe had ae 
ſome little alteration in them too. 
However, we ſet off; and in Leiceſter. 
Fields took up a well-drefſed gentle- 
man, who, when he was ſeated, re- 
_ DS __. a 


on an inſtrument which he owned he 
was aſhamed of, but that it was all one 


ſo high that he was expected always to 
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ceived from the hands of his ſervant a 
box like a pumpkin, only that a long 


handle rofe from one of the ends of it. 


I ſoon found his buſineſs, by which he 
could afford to dreſs ſo well and pay 
chair hire, was teaching ladies to play 


to him now, as he got ſo confiderably 
by it. He often called it a pandoli; 


and while I moſt was wiſhing to hear 


it, he pulled it out, and tuned it ready 
for his firſt ſcholar. His prices were 


come in a chair, and even to keep it 


Waiting, which I find he generally did: 
this, ſays he, is a great drawback in 
my revenue, for otherwiſe, I would 


only take a + Scotch coach, and fink 


the whole upon them.— Well, we ar- 


ved at our firſt ſtage, and he entered, 
1 r Cleaner. 


Sedan 


gedan and all, as bold as a general offi- 


„ 


cer, and, perhaps as he thought, as ne- 
ceſſary a man. The Sedan being placed 
in the hall, a lady came out of the 
ground-parlour, Well, my dear, dear 
ſignor , I have been wiſhing to 
| ſee you! I immediately took the lady 
to be the mother of ſome children, 
whoſe education and accompliſhment 
ſhe was willing to forward ; but, to 
my great ſurprize, the aoor continuing 
open, I faw this pretty miſs, whoſe 
| weight at leaſt was eighteen ſtone, and 
ber age near fifty, beginning the A. B. 
C. of this very important inſtrument. 


When ſhe ſtuck it againſt her breaſt, 


| the affected to look languiſhing, as 
being the poſture, the ſignor faid, 
moſt proper for the occaſion ; and he 
"ON had with him a print of ſuch - 

a one by way of model, to form his 


ſcholars * kind of St. Cecilia. He 
had 
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had been two months, at four guineas 
every eight leſſons, to teach her this 
very ſmall part of the accompliſhment, 
and ſaid ſhe came on very well; for 
he believed in three months more, ſhe 
would hold it as gracefully as St. Ce- 
cilia herſelf. After twanging the ſtrings 


about a few minutes, and playing a few | 


airs himſelf, in order to win her heart, 
ſhe being an heireſs, he pulled out his 
watch, talked of right honourable ſcho- 
lars, and ſaid he feared he ſhould be 
too Jate. —Adieu, my dear fignor, ſays 
ſhe, and the oftener you play to me 
with your little affair there, the * 
| I ſhall be. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Well remember the raſcally ſignor 
we carried yeſterday, got out at the 
end of the ſtreet, the moment he 


thought himſelf out of ſight, com- 


plained that the ſeat was hard, and paid 
us very ſhabbily; but before he went 
out, declared that he muſt go and ſhut 


himſelf up all the reſt of the day, as 


he had not one more ſcholar, but muſt 
make the world believe he had, which, 


ſays he, is eaſily done by a foreigner; 


for the Engliſh are in general the moſt 


credulous and believing fools I ever 
knew. If I can keep this lady back 


enough by ſtratagems of a graceful fi- 
gure, and ſchemes that will touch her va- 
nity, I hope to get her in the mind; more 


eſpecially if the inſtrument continues 


in faſhion, which I don't fear, becauſe 
— 
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it is a very ſilly one, and ſomething fo- 


reign, new and out of the way. To- 


day we were differently attacked; for 
the very firſt perſon was a ſhoemaker 


going to be married. He faid bride- 


grooms were free to wear any thing; 


and a tallow-chandler of his acquain- 
| tance had dreſſed much finer on his 
marriage. The cloaths hung on him 


as on a ſtand to be duſted; for his 
arms ſtuck out ſo horizontally, that I 
feared my little windows would have 
ſuffered from his elbows. He might 
think himſelf fine, and I imagine -he 
did; tho' I have ſeen him before in 


his green apron, with a greater appear- 
ance of the gentleman : but every one 
- as they like. After his diſcharge, a 


gentleman of great family and true 
fortune ſtopped us, and with a ſmile 
faid, I have walked too much to-day, 


and now mult be carried, elſe I think 


it 


* 
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it not a carriage for a ſoldier. He was 
ſcarce ſeated but he began, What a 
new age we live in! I remember the 
time, when an officer would have been 
as much aſhamed to have been ſeen in 
ſuch a ſituation, as now he is proud of 
it. I think it unmanly, but I am ſu- 
perannuated, as they call me ; and yet 
now I never fleep on a feather-bed, 

never button my waiſtcoat, never wear 
ſpectacles, and never warm a ſhirt. 
* Theſe are trifles perhaps; but I can 
ſummon up as much or more courage 
than ever, and have a ſoul yet ſo full of 

| defire for glory, that J could be a vo- 
lunteer to-morrow in any dangerous 
expedition, Why they don't employ 
me I know; my brother voted againſt 
their paltry meaſures: -what has an 
officer to do with that? By this means, 
boys and blockheads are arrived at 
commands; and veterans who remem- 
bered | 
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bered their being chriſtened (though 
not all, for ſome JI believe are, but 1 
won't ſay what) are to be lighted. 


Well, half pay and reſpect, is better than 
full pay and be deemed as they, too 

| many of them are, coxcombs and bul- 
lies. An unlucky arrival to me, at 


leaſt, cut off all future pleaſure ; and 
I had promiſed myſelf very much from 
ſo modeſt and fine gentleman, 


CHAP, 


- 
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CHAP. XIV. 


INCE my reparation, I have 
ſome how or other, had a very par- 
@ ticular dejection of ſpirits. Whether I 


am almoſt tired of a fooliſh and ridicu- 
lous world, I can't fay, or that there 


ſeems nothing new under the ſun, I 


can't tell; but ſo it is, that I can ſcarce 
find characters to laugh at, or laugh 


with; I rather fear I ſhall take the 
oppoſite philoſophy and weep, or, like 
the great Alexander, weep becauſe I 


have no further buſineſs to do, as he 
had no more worlds to conquer. I. 


knew within myſelf what hypocrites 
men are. I have carried methodiſts to 


| bagnios, whores to early prayers, 


| widows to ſurgeons back-doors, citi- 
| Zens to gaming-tables, grave huſbands 
| | a | | to 
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to courtezans lodgings, and ſerious 

wives to officers barracks ; but what 
is this all? I ſeem ſome how, by ex- 
perience or intuition, to know every 
man's real buſineſs before he enters, 
and his real heart before he opens his 
mouth; and yet, in hopes of a new 
character, I venture out again: and 


indeed our firſt to-day was original, no : 
leſs a man than a Jew going to a mi- 
niſter's cloſet, to tranſact the affair of a1 
million or two. He was ſcarce ſeated n 
but he began, The nation muſt be ff 
ruined, and I hope it will; this ſeems t 
tobe the laſt ſtake they can have, and t 
as we are naturalized, perhaps the king- Ml © 
dom may be ſold, and we may bid for k 
it: don't tell me of prophecies againſt b 
us by a perſon we never ſhall believe; Wl , 
kingdoms ate troubleſome affairs, and WW , 


therefore we never concern oui ſelves 
about 
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about them. While we govern the 
credit and caſh of every country, let 


the diadem be worn by fools and mad- 
men! If money governs all, which I 


know it does, then we are the kings of 
the whole earth. I think to-day I am 
the ſuperior ; a beggarly miniſter cry- 
ing for credit, is rather leſs than myſelf 
who gives it him. What a glorious 


N country this would be, if not loaded 


with debts, and its conſequence, taxes? 


Yet theſe are your chriſtians ! very 
| merciful, truly. Step into Weſtmin- 


ſter-Hall, are there any ſuch perſecu- 


tions in the world as among the chriſ- 


tians there? Go to court, where ſuch 
undermining, falſhood, treachery, col- 


luſion, fraud, deceit, injuſtice, op- 


preſſion, calumny, malice, and what 
not ? and yet theſe are chriſtians! and 


| have their prayers twice a day in their 


very homes, Well! I begin to think 
7 | a 


r. 
I ſhall be a chriſtian too; * they 
may do what they will, but we muſt 
be branded with hard- heartedneſs, even 
to a proverb. I'Il practiſe my firſt 
maxim of chriſtianity this very morn- 
ing; for I'll make this booby- miniſtet 
pay ten pound per cent. more than any 
other, and uſe him as he deſerves be- 
ſides : thank heaven I have lived to ſee 
one Jew reſpected, at leaſt outwardly ; 
and, as for any thing elſe, they may 
practiſe it on one another, like Chriſ- 
tians in general, 
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nA 
ELL! reader, you'll be puz- 
zled to gueſs our firſt buſineſs 
to day. An epicure infiſted on a baker 


bringing him a paſty, for fear it ſhould _ 
be cold, ſwaddled up in blankets to his 


nity of a ſedan, but Paddy faid the 
times were hard, and that money made 
the mare to go, and the like, not for- 
getting too the expence of the laſt re- 
W paration ; and ſo the baker made his 
appearance. The fellow ſmiled at the 
| folly of mankind (even though he was 
then getting by them) and, as far as 
| he could reaſon, reckoned very well. 
He faid, as the diſtance was not great, 
he was ſure the paſty would not have 
ſuffered in the journey, as it was ſo well 
cloathed ; and then reflected that the 
expence 


| houſe. I thought it beneath the dig- 4 
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expence of his chair-hire would have 


made ſome poor woman happy. He 
forgot what end of the town he was 


in; for we were in the ſound of St. 
James's clock, where they had rather 

give a guinea to a bagnio waiter, than 
the odd ſhilling to an afflited widow, 
Theſe and other like circumſtances, 
made me every day almoſt wiſh my 
being were at an end, or that I was as 


ſtupid and unthinking as the men who 
carried me; they felt nothing but the 
bodily weight of their fare, I felt for 


their minds. We ſoon diſcharged our 
double burthen, for the paſty, cover- 
ing and all was no ſmall addition ; and 
the few minutes we ſtaid at the 4 


we heard — Oh! my lord, he's arrived; 
I have eat a London paſty hot at Rich- 


mond before now; there, Charles — 
the baker's an honeſt fellow, give him 


3 . 4 
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| a crown at leaſt. Sir Charles, F am 
| determimed one of theſe days, to ſay : 
] have eat an Engliſh paſty or pie hot 


at Calais; I mean from London: 1 
can do it for about'a hundred pound. 


| Ill have: relays of poſt-chariots,” with 


tin diſh covers kept hot on purpoſe, 


and I warrant you I'll do it. I'll bett 


a thouſand pounds he does, ſays lord 


William — Done; and ſo a bett, I be- 


lieve, was made. The baker having 


| received part of his crown, and not da- 


ring to ſay the footman had cheated 


| him of four ſhillings (as he hoped fu- 
ture cuſtom from the houſe) they one 
and all inſiſted he ſhould go home 
again with the windows down, which 


he was forced to ſubmit to; ſo that 
his crown expired at his own door, 


| whereas he had hopes by walking to 
| have ſaved one ſhilling, from the mad 


e < of the maſter he expected 
Vor. II. E ſtill 
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ſtill to work for. It was by accident 


1 heard, that ſome days afterwards (his 


honour being pretty near one of our 
ſtands) that this gentleman was ſent to 
the Marſhalſea for a ſmall debt of ſome 


hundreds; and had not intereſt or in- 


fluence over the plate-lickers, who had 
lived with him ſo long, to borrow 
enough to pay the officer for civility. 
'This was all I could hear, but believe 


t true, as I ſoon after ſaw his windows 


ſhut and a carpet at the door, with 
the additional ornament of a beadle 
with a filver-headed pole, betokening 
the houſe: had met with ſome diſaſter 


of death or bankruptcy.—I was only 


. ſorry the poor baker had not his crown, 
and adviſe all tradeſmen, by his loſs, to 
be careful of footmen's deductions. 


HA. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
JUR buſineſs every day ſeems, 
and indeed is, as great as ever; 
but variety being my purſuit, I now 
find very little. I almoſt am arrived 
at that exquiſite pitch of diſcernment, 
| that I think I know every one's heart 
before they begin to ſpeak. By this 
means I loſe much pleaſure, and am in 
the ſituation of a perſon too conver- 
ſant with theatres, who is robbed of 
ore than half bis delight, by being 
beforehand with every actor in the 


; | ſpeech he is going to make. 1 have 
; never been thoroughly happy ſince my 


removal from Coventry-ſtreet, and was 
lorry the workmen, contrary to moſt 
others, furniſhed me within the time 
appointed, Well! what are we to 
have to-day ? Many paſs mine and my 

WS reader's 
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| reader's notice without any remark on 
them, being either very inſipid, or du- 
plicates of characters gone before. To 


dwell on ſuch would be like circula. 
ting- library authors, who can't deſcribe 
one perſon going to viſit another but 
the particulars of calling a chair, knock- 


ing at the door, who came to open that 


door, how many taps he gave with the 


knocker, what colour the livery was 
on the footmen, and ſo on, muſt all be 
mentioned: no, reader! theſe are cir- 
eumſtances fit only for love novels, 


and their admirers love- ſick children, 


and below the dignity of ſatire, Du- 
ring this ſoliloquy of mine, we were 
ſummoned by a pretty young lady, 


who bid us carry her to a certain auc- 


tion-room in--As ſhe ſeated herſelf ſhe 
began, Don't tell me of your malls in 
the Park and Temple gardens for a pirl 


to find ariend in, an auction- room, ot 
5 a 
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a rehearſal of a play, if you can gain 
admittance, and even the Exchange, 
has its favourable minutes. To mingle 
with the herd, you always will be 
ranked among the herd ; the art is to 
ſtand by one's ſelf, and come as near 


| modeſty and modeſt folks as poſſible. 
Thus when I am fitting on the fame 


bench with lady——, whofe character 
was never unſuilied, don't I gather 


| ſtrength in the men's eyes from that 


inſtant ? And the men, wholovedearlya 


iy intrigue, never grudge paying double; 


eſpecially if you can make them be- 
lieve that matrimony is your fatal lot, 
to repreſent that you are wedded to 
the man you hate, that he is cruel, and 
goes to other arms than your own, is 


| great ſtep to conqueſt ; and really 


this is ſoon done. The fools are ever 


| credulous when beauty pleads, and 


that even my ſex allow me to have. 
E 3 . Before 


- 


of Thet s E DAN. 
Before I am ſeated a minute, I ſhall 
have a card, mentioning terms of ho- 
Nour and ſecreſy, and appointing ſome 
chappel or other to meet, for fear of of- 
tending or ſhocking my modeſty, by 
fixing on a place more commonly uſed 
of the two. Your Green Park, Bird- 
Cage Walk, Weſtminſter-Abbey, and 
the Bridge, walking to and fro, are pal. 
try ſchemes, and only level to the 
minds of your vulgar ones. Stay, I 
ſe we are near arrived; I'll pinch 
my cheeks a little to give them a co- Ml. 
lour, and my eyes, thank heaven, 


never were brighter, conſidering how | 
much mercury I have taken within WM | 
this month. I was forry our lady was 


ſo ſoon arrived, though I fear her dil- W | 
| courſe, by what had already paſſed, MW « 
would have had no further variety in it. MW ; 


— * 2 
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T Hough we... had no leſs than 
eleven gueſts after the fair lady 


yeſterday, not one of them had the 


leaſt variety in his character, ſo as to 
make him worthy the reader's kind 


attention. A trim young clergyman 


engaged us this morning, to attend the 
duke of— for his ſcarf as a domeſtic 
chaplain. He ſeemed mightily pleaſed 
to think how he ſhould tower over 

your country vicars with un/ilken ſhoul- 


ders; and at the ſame time wiſhed for 


to-morrow's news- paper, to ſee a para- 
graph which he wrote out for the oc- 
cafion—domeftic chaplain to the moſt 


noble and puiſſant prince; III 
work them, ſays he, in the country: 
| but beſides, now I can tick a little. 


E 4 „ 
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with my robe - maker and taylor, for 1 
find I am protected; and without the 
leaſt trouble too I ſhall ſlip my collar, if 
it ſo happens, becauſe I am abſolutely 
in his ſervice. I was not ſarry when 

this gueſt departed ; for I could not 
bear to hear a man abuſe a privilege, 
originally granted, that the duties of re- 
ligion in a nobleman's houſe ſhould 
never be neglected in a great family: 
it would have been hard then, when 

a Clergyman was going to pray, and 
the whole family ready to hear him, 
to have him prevented by a malicious 
and revengeful tradeſman ; but now ! 
believe no duties would be prevented 
or interrupted.” Arreſt chaplains as of- 
ten as you would, omnium rerum viciſ. 

| fitudo, ſays the almanack— Three or 
four more ſtrange gueſts paſſed thro 
us without one remark to be made on 
em 
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them ; but at laſt a young gentleman, 


in a military habit, employed us to carry 
him to a famous portrait-painter: as 
we went along he ſaid Well, I make 


the poor fool believe I am an officer, 


and 'tis eaſily contrived, you ſee, by 


my taylor's kind aſſiſtance. My re- 
| giment is ſuppoſed to be abroad, and 


that I have only a month's leave of ab- 
ſence more granted to gain her affecti- 


| ons in] have forged two or three let- 


ters from my ſuppoſed colonel, where- 
in I make him ſay, Indeed Sir, as 


much as his majeſty's ſervice requires 


you, I will {till ſtave it off to make you 
happy in your intended marriage; who- 


| ever the lady is, I unknowing, and un- 
known, congratulate her on finding, in 


theſe degenerate days, ſo brave, ſo wor- 


| thy, and fo accompliſhed a gentleman, 
and ſopn,” This picture, I think, does 
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the buſineſs; I am drawn in armour by 
her own deſire.— Well, women make 
their fortunes often by ſtratagem, and 
why not men? Faith I'll never repent 
of paſt troubles, if I gain her: When! 
have money, I'll be an officer, and of 
the firſt rank too; I mean in the guards. 

IJ fear my painter will teaze me for half 
price, as the drapery is begun, that 
being a very wicked cuſtom of late 
among them: but paſſing for a gene- 
ral officer, I think I can hum him 
with the words, Upon my honour, 
till Iam married, and then Ill pay my- 
ſelf my wife's fine preſent out of her 
own money. 
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CHAN © 


could wiſh, ſays Mr. Sedan, I did 
1 not know the hearts of men ſo. 
well: I was really happier, when 1 
only watched their faces, without think= 
ing them in general, maſks all, and that 
life is one continued, and continual 
maſquerade, When I ſaw apotheca- 
| ries entering the houſes of patients, I 
' very fooliſhly thought, they would 
ieren give up their profits to ſave the 
poor creature's life; and that lawyers. 
would remit their fees, to help or fave 
from ruin a diſtreſſed widow with 
eight children: but J find I grew wiſer, 
and as honeſt Prior ſays, (and too truly, 
though I did not believe his words 
once.) E 
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© Ini ignorance our comient lies, 
« The only wretched are the wiſe | * 


A „ ſees a play- houſe 
ocean, goes home very happy, that he 
was not in the ſtorm : let him once 
touch the canvas billows; lying by in a 
dark room, and the man of war hang- 
iog upon a peg, like a caſt-off great 
coat, and his pleaſure will. vaniſh, fo 
as never to return again: but who have 
we here? A phyſician, perhaps, by 
his ſword, ſuit of black, and ty'd wig: 
le was ſcarce ſeated but he be- 
gan My name is now eſtabliſhed, and 
I think I may very ſafely add another 
half guinea to 7abby all over. It is 
only talking a little of the goodneſs of 
the goods, and I'll hum them I war- 
rant you, What a world we live in? 
Ho eaſily ſugar'd over ! I ſolemnly 
declare I know no more of the work 
that 
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that goes from me, than a man in the 
Indies—but my foreman is very clever, 
and when they are finiſhed I carry 
them home; and 'tis eaſy to talkabout 
the filk, the whalebone, the twiſt, the 

| loſſes of tradeſmen, and the old cant 
of the great fraternity: but the ſureſt 
and beſt part of all is the flattery of 
their ſhapes :—this never fails of ready 
money in hand, and a recommenda- 
tion for more buſineſs. To this I al- 
ways have at hand the proper anſwer, 
that I have more than I can do; that 
I am drawing out of trade as faſt as 
poſſible, and then I never want for 
being preſt with, Well, Mr. Whale- 
bone, only work for us and my Couſin 
Jenny, and our friends in Soho, and 
I'll eſteem it a favour as long as I 
live, — At this very time I am ſtarv- 
ing, and have only two men at work ; 
yet manage it ſo well, that was any 
„ one 
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one impertinent enough to follow me, 

or trace me with telling a lie, I would 
ſwear point blank that I diſcharged 
above thirty laſt week for caballing 
and being idle. If this is diſproved, 
why then there is nothing left but 
| ſwearing I do all my buſineſs out of 
doors, for the fake of peace, quietneſs, 
and ſilence. Believe me, I was not 
ſorry when I got rid of ſo impudent, 
oſtentatious, and lying a raſcal. 


I 8 * D A N. 


. a 


CHAP. xIx. "I 


UT of nine 155 we ; had this 
day, till the cloſe of the even- 

ing, not one carried about him the 
leaſt air of a character; till at laſt 
a young fellow, who had juſt ſub- 
ſcribed his five guineas to a public hoſ- 
pital, and in conſequence made a go- 
vernor, was all the way pleaſing him- 
ſelf with his title, which being the 
very firſt he ever obtained, was a very 
charming thing to him. He already 
was ſigning his name to letters in fancy, 
and happy in the thought that diſ. 
charg'd patients would come to thank 


1 # 
e 
1 2 
. by 
* , 


him for the cure they had found. How 


different was our next viſiter? Who 
was ever diſpoſing of charities, as 
from hands unknown, ſaying, He was 
employed as a ſteward on the occaſion. 
Fo We 


We carried the latter to many of the 
priſons; and happier the aſſiſted per- 
ſons could not be than himſelf, when- 
ever he returned to us, as we were al- 
ways kept waiting. This gentleman, 
1 found, allowed himſelf five hundred 
pounds a year for charities, tho' his 
fortune did not double that ſum ; and 
in the diſpoſition never was ſuſpected 
as the donor, He would ſometimes, 
ſill better to conceal it, talk in this 
manner, *Tis a troubleſome office I 
have; but I muſt obey my orders: I 
almoſt blame the people who ſend me 
on this errand, for throwing their 
money about ſo careleſsly : but tis 
their whim. I wiſh I had the di 
poſing of it, I believe 1 ſhould have 
found better and more worthy objects. 
I hope it will be the laſt: — ſome te- 
ligious ſcruple, or death- bed repentance, 
I do imagine, has created this; for I 
am 
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am ſure nothing elſe could have ſtood 
your friend.” He added often, that it 
gave him a very ſecret pleaſure to hear 
other people claiming the name and 
merit of his actions, which, ſays he, 
I very often find. I let them go on, 
having all my pleaſure at an end bydoing 
the action and not hearing of it again. 
While he was thus talking, he bid us 
ſtop while he went out, and, on his 
ſpeedy return, he brought a piece of 
paper in his hand, which he read over 
as he ſeated himſelf. This was no 
other than a coal-merchant's receipt 
in full for near forty chaldron of coals, 
which he had ordered away unknown 
to private families, during a very ſe- 
vere winter. I was ſorry to loſe fo 
worthy a gueſt ſo ſoon; but he got 
out to go to morning-prayers: at the 
New-church in the Strand, and diſ- 
_ us with a ſmile I never be- 
4 held 


held on any man Aude 1 ay life, 
I do believe we might have had more 
buſineſs to-day, but we did not chuſe 
to ſtain our ſeat with a perſon leſs 
worthy, to-day at leaſt. 2 


CHAP. XX. 
A Young barriſter (the firſt day 


of his being called) was our 
firſt buſineſs to- day. He had a bag 
in his hand, which 1 ſoon found was 
filled with papers for appearance only; 
and I could ſmile to think how ſoon 
he carv'd out for himſelf the firſt and 
moſt profitable poſt in the law. As 
he went along he was repeating lines 
out of Shakeſpear and Milton, and 
deſcanting on their beauties ; and, when 
any very ſtudious and venerable ſer- 
jeant paſt him, he would ſay, Phoo! 
* leaden headed fellow knows no- 
Sid 3 * 
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thing but law : I warrant you, he had 
rather read a new act of parliament, 
than fee a new play. Well l the mo- 

dern ſcheme is certainly beſt, mixing 
pleaſure with buſineſs, and not think- 
ing of the latter till it comes before 
you. It comes to the very ſame point, 
for as the judges have read as little as 
ourſelves, there is no fear of being 
caught tripping in any point of law, 

for they are as much alter'd as we are. 
What a ſtupid age the laſt muſt have 
been ! reading and ſtupifying them- 
ſelves, till at length they died in the 

| harneſs. After I have tramp'd the 
hall, and ſhewn myſelf a little I'll walk 
in the park; then make a party for 
the play, and then but he left us to 
gueſs the laſt engagement by our ar- 
rival in Palace-yard We had ſcarce 
put down the head of the chair, but 
we were engaged to carry a ſurly-look- 
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ing man, who very ſoon let us gueſs 


the errand he went on, by immedi- 


ately beginning to curſe lawyers, from 
the chancellor to the loweſt clerk in an 
inn of court. e had loſt a cauſe, and 
therefore, (tho', as I learnt, frequent- 
ly ſollicited to accommodate and make 
it up with his antagoniſt) he ſwore 
there was no juſtice, honour, integrity, 


truth, or conſcience, in the kingdom. 


The judges were brib'd—the jury was 


ſwayed—the counſel took fees on the 
other fide, and, in ſhort, the nation 


was undone. I burn'd to aſk him ſe- 
veral queſtions ; for the remainder of 
the time was ſpent in dull ſurly filence, 
and obſtinate captiouſneſs. Every ſtep 
we took now was a mile; and I often 
thought that my life, like that of man- 
kind in general, is ſtrangely chequer'd 
with joy and trouble. Indeed ! 1 
ſome how or other grow tired of life 


of 
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of late, and wiſh ſometimes a good 
lottery ticket would fall into my bear- 
er's laps, that they would grow idle, 
and think of buſineſs. no more: but I 
muſt ſubmit ; and yet ſomething whiſ- 
| pers me that 1 ſhall ſoon, or never, be 


releaſed from all my cares and troubles. 
It may be imagination! but my mind 
ſtrangely miſgives me that it will be 
ſo,——The ſooner the better for poor 


Sedan, 


NR 
n 
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C H AP. XXI. 


HE ſun does not ſeem to riſe ſo | 


chearfully as it us'd to do. We 
are perpetually employed, and yet, 


ſome how or other, my pleaſure ſeems 
daily to abate : I almoſt hate to have 


any one enter the ſedan ; and formerly 
I was all ſpirits at their approach. I 


ſuppoſe tis ſo with others. How fond 


a young phyſician or lawyer is of their 
firſt patients and clients |—afterwards, 
I believe, they wiſh to be any thing but 
what they are. I have ſometimes 
wiſhed (as I am excluded from any 
kind of country amuſements by my 
ſhape and make) that I was a horſe, 


or even the ſaddle, to know the hu- 


mours of New-market, and the turf 


in general; as alſo thoſe (if there are 
any) of country ſquires at fox hunting. 


— * My 
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My province is London, and, indeed, 
till lately, a very pleaſant one. While 
I was ruminating in this manner, a 
gentleman called to us, whom Paddy 
at once knew to be his countryman, 
(cho I could not) and bid us go to ſe- 
yeral places ; but among the firſt to 

the Bedford coffee-houſe, to leave an 


open card, which he had ready wrote 
in his hand, and, when fairly ſeated, 
he ſaid, Faith! my ſtile daily improves ; 


Ill read it again. Stay, ſtay—Ves, 
tis the right one. Major Fitzgerald's 
compliments to Eſquire Montgomery, 
begs he will let no body know, not even 
his own deareſt friend, that his name is 
not Fitzgerald, and that he is not in 
the army, nor ever was ; that he lodges 


no where at preſent ; and to-day dines 


at three with lord Mayo; at four with 
lord Kildare; at five with lord Shan- 
non—after which he ſhall be at home 

— 
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all the evening. After more than 


once reading and admiring the ſtile, he 


leſt it, ſaying, as it was for an inti- 
mate friend, there was no occaſion to 
ſeal it at all. From thence went to a 
famous optician's to buy a pair of ſpec- 


tacles; and after trying on near ſeventy 
to no purpoſe, the maſter of the 


ſhop ſaid (for he wanted to be gone to 
dinner, or get rid of this very trouble- 
ſome cuſtomer that might be) Sir, 
here's a book well printed in Engliſh, 


let me ſee your diſtance of fight when | 


you read, and your manner of read- 
ing, and 1 warrant you I'll prepare 
proper glaſſes for you. By my faith, 


ſays he, I can't read, and always 
thought, by your advertiſement, which 


was read to me the other day, that you 


ſold glaſſes to make people read. Do 


you think, if I could read, that I would 


be at this ſtrange expence ? My read- 


er, 


O 
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der, that T ſuppoſe, will belleve me, 
when I tell him that I was not ſorry 
to be diſcharged from ſuch a viſitor, 
and even to take a bad ſhilling among 


others, rather than wrangle, or Hear him 


ſpeak — 


enn 


„1 as yeſterday's was, but was cau- 


" W tious of ever mentioning it, as my 
- W bearers, were pretty national and might 
have puniſhed me by leaving me out 
all night ina cold entry, inſtead of tak- 
ing me under proper cover; therefore 
I was ſilent. Our firſt employ to-day 
was a toy-ſhop woman, who ſpoke 


but very moderate Engliſh, and was 


or other to a noble lord. As ſhe ſeated 


) 4 Have often before had ſuch gueſts 


going to carry with her ſome trinket 


Vol. II. | F | her- 
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herſelf, ſhe began to tell what I at firſt 
imagined was a parcel of lies; namely, 


that one of her brothers was an Iriſh 
biſhop, and another had a regiment : 
I really trembled to think how faſt ſhe 
was going on, when ſhe very ſoon ex- 
plained herſelf, ſaying, Why, my bills 
were very large, and though it was 


nothing.to me but honour, it was pro- 
fit to themſelves, and ſo they are wel. 


come: if I had not obtained this 1 


| ſhould never have had any thing; fo 


'tis very well, very well. My low ſpi- 
rits now daily increaſed, when I found 


by what ſtrange and unaccountable 


channels, honours and incomes were 
gained; and I could but recollect, at 


this inſtant, how many perſons were 


ſubalterns in church and the army, 


who might perhaps have more learning 
than one, or more bravery than theother 


of thoſe very fortunate brothers. Tired 
With 


0 3 
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with ſuch reflexions day after day, 1 
have even been wicked enough to wiſh 


ſometimes that I was annihilated—and | 


almoſt was ſorry the other day, not to 
be burnt in a fire which happened at 
a ſedan-maker's, where many of my 


| family periſhed. When I daily find 


how different the faces and hearts of 
the whole world almoſt are that paſs 
through my hands, I do declare I be- 
gin to loſe all patience. But religious 
hypocrites to meare the moſt inſuffera- 
ble of all; and of them within this 
month, though I have not mentioned 
it, I have carried ſcores, from prelates 
to the Upper. Houſe, to methodiſts 
who preach in the open air. The 
world ſeems to have loſt all ſhame ! . 
Nor can! account for i it, but from the 

ſovereign affection to pleaſure, Which 
annihilates all ſerious thoughts ever af- 
terwards. Be it as it will -I could 


3 almoſt 
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almoſt wiſh ſome worthy charitable in- 
firm lady would buy me outright for 
her country uſe, to carry her up and 
down her fields, meadows, gardens, 
and plantations— ; when I might ſee 
nature and not ſo much art, as this vile 
and infamous metropolis daily prac- 
tiſes one upon the other: I fear I ſhould 
be too happy ! to call on poor tenants, 
and ſee them bleſt by her bountiful 
hand; to carry her to her Menagerie 
of birds and animals, and ſee them 
nouriſhed by her chearful goodneſs : 
ſure this would be a life of angels! 
but I fear 'tis never to be my lot. To 
carry her to ſtand ſponſor to a poor fa- 
mily's ſon, and offer herſelf to clothe 
and educate him ; or to bear her into 
her very pew in the church, and hear 
her unfeignedly thank heaven for the 
power given her to relieve the diſ- 
treſſed, and that ſhe wiſhes for no 
| e more 
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more unleſs ſtill to extend her bounty 
further; or to bear her among her 
plantations, and hear her talk of the 
goodneſs and wiſdom in the vegetable 
world, of providence and the But 
*tis a dream I muſt not pleaſe myſelf 
with the hopes of—therefore muſt 
content myſelf ſtill in bearing the con- 
tinual maſkers of this metropolis, to 
play their ſeveral parts of oppreſſion, 
injuſtice, cruelty, fraud, perſecution, 
over-bearing, pride, oſtentation, re- 
venge, hatred, malice, and all the train 
of ſtrange uncharitableneſs againſt the 
innocent, the deſerving, the weak, the 
patient, the fatherleſs, the helpleſs, the 
widow, the orphan, and the ſtranger. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


The force of Impudence. 


An E P 180 E. 


F Aiting in the Painted chamber 
| to- day, variety of characters 
pale, and not unobſerved: but the 
dread of a black rod puts a padlock 
for the preſent ; tho over a bottle, per- 
haps I might entertain my curious 
friend with things, which, as Hamlet 
 fays, Are not in your philoſophy. But 
while I was moſt ruminating on what 
paſſed, a well-dreſſed gentleman tript 
by, and ſeveral footmen being at the 
table playing at cheſs, whiſt, laying 
betts, &c. &c. &c. &c. one of them 


ſaid how damned tiff his honour is of 
late 


. os... 


other houſe, a m- 


The SEDAN, eg 
late— If he is above ſpeaking in pub- 


lic to his old fellow-labourers, ſure he 


might juſt give a wink as he paſſed. 
Gentlemen all! my blood is up, and I 
will tell you all (I mean thoſe who 


1 young) how to make your fortunes 
2 dy honour did: I am old and paſt. 


; but I wiſh our honourable frater- 
9 well, and fo I'll begin, 
That very fellow, who paſſed you 


all unknown as he thought by every 


body, though not unknown to me, 


for I believe he ſaw me, tho he would 


not take notice of me, was once like 
one of us. A lucky widow has d dane 
all this—as the poet lays. . 


| — He took bis tand 
Upon a widows jointure land. 


But to the point. He 1 is now of the 


all that; and the affair i is dene for- 
F 4 2 4 ie» £0 t, 
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got, that unleſs from one ſurly or juſtly. 
irritated friend, he has never heard a 
rude or uncivil thing : this perſon in- 
deed, when his honour was ſtepping 
into his chariot, ſaid, between jeſt and 
_ earneſt, that he was amazed he never 
made a miſtake and got behind. The 


wit was never forgiven ; for as he had 


no education, of courſe he is, if of 

any ſect of philoſophers, a Heathen 
one. e 
We were educated at the ſame cha- 
rity ſchool. I was ever his ſenior, and 
have done many an exerciſe for the 
ungrateful dog. As we grew up we 
were ſo near of a ſize, that a gentleman, 
whoſe whim was (fince become a 
| faſhion) to drive four horſes with two 
poſtillions, came to the ſchool, and by 


conſent of parents, maſter, and truſ- 


tees, we were engaged to him, It was 


fix months, after daily practice between 
Bath 
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Bath and London, (ſo contrived by our 
new owner) before we were allowed 
to conduct him, his lady, or children. 
But certificates of our {kill being pro- 
perly atteſted, we at length put on our 
parti coloured jackets, being the moſt 
whimſical 1 have ever ſeen before or 
ſince : but he was a man of fortune, 
enjoyed being particular, and ſo we 
began our new life, not without many 
ſaſhes flung up whenever we drove 
through the ſtreets of London, and 
much laughing of courſe, | 
We ſeemed tolerably happy, at leaſt 
I was : but James (that was the ſcoun- 
drel's name then, for perhaps he may 
ſince have changed it when he bought 
a coat of arms) being once or twice 
unluckily commended by his maſter 
in preference to me, he grew inſolent 
of courſe, wanted more wages, fur- 
ther reſpect out of the ſtable ; and 
1 ſo 
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ſo our maſter being of a warm temper, 
he whipt him pretty well with his own 
| poſt whip, and turned him going, for 
the future only driving a pair and one 
poſtilion, which I faithfully did for 
years afterwards. 


However, parted as we were in livery 
we were neighbours ; and he went of- 
ten the fame road with myſelf in the 
fame capacity as before : we often vi- 
fited ; ſo that from his own mouth, 
if he related true, I can give the reſt of 
his hiſtory as well as if I ſtill lived with 
him. His next maſter took ſuch a 

fancy to him, that he gave him ſome 
knowledge of muſic; and the ſcoun- 
drel, Who was dull enough at ſchool, 
now, by a ſpirit of ambition, began to 
read a little F rench, ſing a cantata (for 
a plain English ballad was become 
a diſmal thing at once) and, at laſt, the 


beſt airs of an 2 opera were the conſe- 
quence 
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quence of his frequent attendance in 


the gallery there, and hearing the 
young ladies at home practiſe them. 


By theſe accompliſhments, he arrived 
at the name of ſmart Jemmy and clever 
fellow among his comrades and bre- 
thren of the ſhoulder-knot. I con- 
tinued in my plain ohn Trot way, 
drudging for trifles, and content with 
additional ſhillings, by dragging my 
maſter's gueſts to the door, and hiding 
their hats and gloves, according to the 
cuſtom of all honeſt ſervants. But 
James appeared every day out of livery 
| hours in the beſt apparel, inſomuch 
that, as he grew to manhood; many 
_ impertinent and jealous brethren ſaid, 
that there muſt be a ſly way of doing 
all this, and wiſhed for his fake and 
his neck's that it Was a fair one. 

| However, it ſoon came to light; that 
Jemmy had read books of novels and 
F:6 - 2 
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intrigue, and already began to thrive 
that way. He often changed places as 


he could better himſelf : and indeed his 


accompliſhments, out of livery, ſuch as 
playing on the fiddle well, ſinging, 
dancing, &c. &c, &c. gave him ad- 
vanced wages and preſents, which he 
too often boaſted of, as it drew envy, 
and of courſe practices were formed 
againſthi m. 77. 
But he went through i it, and it ap- 
peared more eaſy afterwards why he 
ſhould ; for he drew his firſt air in Ire- 


land, and had often been dipped in the 


Shannon, on a ſurmiſe of his being 
ricketty. As trifling as this laſt circum- 


ſtance may appear, it is known to be 


of great ſervice to many, and is a re- 


medy not to be laughed at or deſpiſed. 


| He now read plays and poetry; and 
though he had not yet arrived at that 


knack of ſtringing rhimes (perhaps as 


1 Un- 
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uncouth ones as Mary Harriſs's petition 
in dean Swift's works) yet he could 
alter a line now and then, by way of 
feeling bis way in that art; thus, not 
ſo much for the beauties of the turn, 
as the hint that it firſt gave us of his 
future ambition and thirſt of greatneſs, 
Ill give you a ſpecimen, He early 
ſhewed a great diſpoſition to money; 
and in his own hand-writing, this di- 
ſtich of Mr. Pope's was thus altered. 
Reaſon s whole pleaſures, all the) joys 
„ 


Lie in three words, health, Peace 
and competence. 


The laſt line, as it ſtands altered by 


bim, is, 
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Lie in three Gogle words, pounds, 
ſhillings, pence. 


But I fee we are interrupted—meet 
me to-night at the Chequer, and Il 
„„ tell 
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tell you ſuch things as ſhall amaze you, 
Do, let us be there; and, as the ſub. 
ject is not only pleaſing, but may be of 

[x emp pray 0 n ee 


CHAP. XXIV. 


TH HE exceſſive gloomineſs of the 

morning, joined to ſome thun- 
der, an unuſual ebbing and flood of the 
tide, with many other things I ſhall 
not tire my reader with, made me pre- 
ſage ſome impending fate on me in 
particular, or the kingdom in general. 
I went out with a very heavy heart, 
and had no fort of change in my ſe- 
veral paſſengers. I carried (as I had 
often done) vain citizens to St. James's 
end of the town, and defigning cour: 
tiers into the city; lawyers with empty 
bags (I mean as to buſineſs) to Weſt- 


minſter, and courtezans - with freſh 
com- 
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complexions to ſurgeon's back doors. 
Icryed to myſelf, All is vanity! and 
there is nothing new under the ſun! 
As evening came on (after the hardeſt 


and moſt profitable day the men had 
ever enjoyed) ſure there was a fatality 


hung over me; for I endeavoured to 


make them get home in vain. Hopes 1 
of a good waiting-job tempted them 


| to the Shakeſpear, where, about three 


in the morning, ſome bucks, who had 
above ſtairs been acting the drunken 


ſcene of Sir John Brute and his jolly 
comrades, came down ſword in hand, 
and bravely driving the men from their 
ſtand, ſeized the ſedan, and ſaid they 

would ſacrifice it for want of the con- 
ſtable's great wooden chair mentioned 


in the play, to appeaſe the manes of 


poor injured Nancy Reynolds. Words 
were in vain | prayers leſs, when oaths 


run 0 high. A fire was ſoon kindled; 


many 
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many people ſtood by, and (like the 
world) made believe they would aſſiſt, 
but never ſtirred a ſtep; ſo I, alas! was 
placed on the funeral pile ! the bloods, 
with ſwords brandiſhing in the air, 
defying and damning all Middleſex 
Juſtices, with Fielding at their head: 
guards were ſent for, but, like Engliſh 
armies in general, came too late, ex- 
cept to fee themſelves laughed at and 
inſulted. Thus ended the life of a 
well-meaning ſubject! no part of me 
remaining but what honeſt Sparke 
found me at my firſt ſetting out, which 
J ſuppoſe and hope, fell to the lot of 
ſome poor cinder woman. And it is 


little comfort to me, who withed to 
be alive and active again, that the af. 


fair has been determined in Weſtmin- 


ſter-Hall, ſo much to the advantage of 
the men for blows and damages, that 
my quitted the trade immediately and 


retired 


a am we 
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retired to their own country, where, in 
dirt, indolence, and juſt enough to live 
on, they bleſs St. Patrick and the day 


which made them gentlemen, at the 


expence of my happineſs and my being. 


CH AP. XXV. 


| T HE parties all accordingly met : 


but, as they ſeemed on a plan of 
forming themſelves into a regular ſo-— 


ciety, for the future, the better to raiſe 
| themſelves and confound their lords 
and maſters, there was as little done 


with reſpect to the buſineſs in hand at 
this firſt meeting, as among a conſul- 
tation of lawyers or phyſicians. The 


room being a very elegant one, and 
not engaged to any particular ſociety, 


they all faid they would have the honour 


then of founding the ſociety. A kind 


of 
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of form for a proper oath of allegiance 


_ and. ſupremacy was, after many de- 
bates, which the reader had rather 


gueſs than hear related, fully agreed 


on. And, as not one in company 
could write a legible hand, they ſent 
for the veſtry clerk, who was a writing. 
maſter (and as uſual without knowing 
one of them, taught geometry, trigono- 
metry, dialling, navigation, and the 
Italian method of book keeping) and 
it was from his curioſity or treachery 
that J gained a copy of the oath. As 
it is fingular, perhaps the reader may 
find not only a pleaſure in it, but gather 
ſome profitable and ſaving knowledge 


. from i it. 


Oath of allegiance and | opremacy 
Publicly agreed on 


To be faithfully (if it cannot ſolemnly) 


Adminiſtred 
FEY 10 
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To ev'ry member af this hon ck 
The 1ſt hs: of pat; 17 55, f 
Agreeable to 
Occult cauſes and the fitneſs of thing 85 
Favete OP. | 1170 


We whoſe names are underwritten 
being (tho' not quakers) mov'd by a 

proper ſpirit, do faithfully promiſe and 
agree to be firm to the e we are ſo 
happily engaged in. f 

We firmly have proved as believe, ; 
that ſervice is no inberitance, as our. 
maſters lay it down, among themſelves ; 
and therefore we have an undoubted 
right to make it otherwiſe whenever we 
have an opportunity. 


Me ſincerely promiſe, that nobody 
ſhall continue a member of this fociety, 


who, in the leaſt tittle, varies from the 
rules we think proper to go by, and 


which 
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which we ſhall confirm by future ties 
at our ſeveral meetings, affairs being 
now but in a ſtate of nonage and in- 
fancy. 

We promiſe, thei if any member of 
our ſociety quits a ſervice from a mo- 
tive of honour, in not being able to 
live with his maſter, that we will all 
in our ſeveral turns invite him to our 
maſter's table. While he ſo continues 
out of place, rather than do a mean 
thing—ſuch as compounding vails with 
his miſtreſs, giving a gentleman what 
he calls for at table, if he does not 
faithfully and punctually pay his ordi- 
| nary ; changing his good hat, ſword and 
gloves, for much worſe kept for that 
purpoſe, till he purchaſes them all 

back again at the uſual price, &c. &c. 

Kc. &c.— (as by reference to a folio 

book now preparing and called, The 
EReſolu- 
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R efoluti ons of a moſt honourable Society, 


will always more fully appear). 
And we further moſt faithfully ſwear 
by the ſhoulder-knot (which is. to us as 
facred as an officer's ſword) that it is 
fair and lawful practice among us /ele.Z 
and elect brethren, to take not only 
poundage of tradeſmen in general, ac- 
cording to their own agreement, (par- 
ticularly the taylors) of 2 5 percent. for 
every hundred pounds our maſters lay 
out with them, and ſo in proportion 
for a leſs ſum; but alſo that, if we 
know our. maſter's circumſtances are 
bad, and that he is going to diſappear, 
croſs the ſea, get an ambaſſador's pro- 
tection, lodge in the verge of the court, 
or the like, that in ſuch a caſe all obli- 
gations being at once cancelled, even 
tho they bred us up from infancy; we 


have an undoubted and approved right 


to give notice to all tradeſmen who are 
W 
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his creditors, and put any officer in 
the way how to arreſt him Wan and 


without danger. 


But we agree, this is not to he. done 

for a leſs premium than 35 per Cent. 
for all ſums ſo owing, which the tradeſ 
men may eaſily recover to themſelves 


again, by putting it on to the bill ; and 
we are to be always ready to ſwear on 


a trial in favour of the ſeveral: creditors 
and tradeſmen, that the articles were fo 
agreed on, and always were / eſteemed 
very reaſonable, becauſe of the gooaneſ; 
r 3. a 5 
We further agree al can prove, 
chin all board-wages are lawful pocket 
money, and only to be looked on as 
ſuch; for that we have a right of preſ- 
cription not only to live at free quarter 
with our maſter's cheeſemonger, but- 
cher, poulterer, baker, wine merchant, 
| brewer, &c. &c. &c. but alſo to have 


„ 
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at our clubs, or in the room commonly 


called the ſervant's hall, any thing they 


deal in when we chuſe to n and 
feaſt among ourſelves. 

Me alſo aſſuredly think no parſin 
is free and clear of vails, tho' it is com- 
monly allowed to be ſo; that if they 
are poor they ſhould ſtay at college; 
and that it is fair to change their leaver 
when they have their robes on, and lay 
a plain hat in the room of it, by which 
means they can't go home but in a 
coach; and if they have a ſhilling for 
that uſe, they may as well give it for 
another: upon which it is but fair to 
reſtore the beaver, kept only as a pledge 
or hoſtage on the occaſion. 

We are moſt clearly of opinion, that 
ſhoulder-knots may be made and ought. 
to be made to take on and off as occa- 


| fon ſhall ſerve; and that cloaths with 


worſted lace down the back and ſeams, 


are 
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are only fit for drummers, and beneath 
the dignity of any member of this ſo- 
ciety ; and that a plain frock with laced 
waiſtcoats (filver or gold) are the pro- 
per dreſs to anſwer the ſeveral ends, for 
which we have formed this ſociety. 


We not only imagine, but can prove, 


that counterfeiting any man's hand for 
the lake of giving a character to any 
brother out of place, or ſigning any 
governor's hand to get any member of 


this honourable ſociety into an hoſpital, 
for want of a better recommendation, 


is truly charitable and very praiſe 


_ worthy. 
We are end. that we — an 


undoubted right to counterfeit not only 
our maſter's hand if a member of par- 


liament, but alſo that of any brother 


ſervant's lord and maſter, provided we 
have been too free with our own ; and 
that whoever ſells a frank (either no- 
bleman's 


th 
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bleman's or commoner) for leſs than 


three-pence (as the price may eaſily be 
recovered to the party by incloſing 
more letters than one) 1 Is yt a 
ſeat at this club. 

That it is all fair, upright and- Aba 
to debauch our maſter's daughters as 
ſoon as we can, for the honour of the 


family; by this means we may chance 


to get them in marriage by conſent, as 
a late act has entirely excluded us from 
any chance of bettering our fortunes 1 in 
neee wol It 
Me alſo think it very fair orifice) 
to ſpot and ſpoil cloaths belonging to 
our maſters as ſoon as poſſible; and to 
tarniſh the lace or embroidery, by burn- 
ing of brimſtone or rubbing mercury 
on them (which few ſervants are with- 
out at one time or another) and this 


not only to get them ourſelves, as in 
the liſt of caſt- off cloaths, but alſo to 
Yor. IH. Eo be- 
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benefit the trade of taylors, lacemen, 
embroiderers, woollen drapers, &c. &c. 
&cc. &c. on paying the proper and ac- 
cuſtomed poundage as ſettled before, 
at the very moderate allowance of 2; 
per Cent, 
We are never to have * leaſt com- 
paſſion for the misfortunes, loſſes, or 
illneſs of a maſter; as from a bank- 
ruptcy there are tolerab'e profits, by 
concealing things from our maſter, 
vhich he muſt privately return to us, or 
be blown ; and from illneſs a good 
ſiuit of mourning may happen, beſides 
undertaker's poundage, which is 40 per 
Cent. agreed by themſelves 
_ We firmly and faithfully agree, that 
our maſter's linen, by keeping an odd 
or ſpare ſhirt of the ſame make, ſhape 
and ſize, is all our own; and that his 
ſtockings, by always . pair with 
holes in them, are lawful plunder, in caſe 
T6 ET he 


ſe 
16 


The SEDAN, 23 
he ſhould be fo imprudent as to enquire 
after his whole ſtock; for in ſuch a 
caſe no miſchief is too great to exerciſe 


on ſuch a maſter. 
We are convinced, as of a facred 
truth, that all wigs laſt our maſters too 


long; and therefore not only to get 
freſh fees from the peruke maker, butalſo 
| the ſooner to obtain them ourſelves, that 
it is fair to ſinge the foretops with the 


preſſing- iron, fo that they can't well be 
worn afterwards; the maker in this 
caſe is to put a new foretop gratis, or 


elſe we have a right to remove him, by 


any lie we can think of, from the cuſ- 


tom of that houſe. 
We hereby alſo bind FOR EPA to 


maintain a regular correſpondence with 


our maſter's affairs, by examining ev'ry 
ſervant who is ſent from any family on 
particular buſineſs ; as alſo to read 


all letters in his pockets that are already 
"SB un- 
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unſealed and broke open by him, there 
being but very little occaſion to run 
hazard in breaking a ſeal, becauſe they 
generally come to our knowledge in a 
few days, by the general careleſsneſs of 
all maſters, more ann young 


gentlemen. 
We certainly have an b 


right (tho not fo old a claim as the 
: parſons) of a neat tenth of all li- 
quors bottled off in the houſe, the va- 
cancy to be filled up with ſome liquor 
moſt correſpondeat ; thus, ſmall beer 
repleniſhes the ſtrong very well, and 
cyder mingles with the wine: as to ſpi- 
rits, we can only get our dues there by 
the meaſure, as a mixture of any cheap 
liquor of that kind would be found out, 
We are convinced, that we have a 
right to fit at an opera till the very end 
of the laſt dance ; and that we are bet- 


ter judges in general than many who 
i 


ſit below us, and are therefore below our 
notice; and that we have a right to 
applaud or condemn, hiſs or clap the 
whole performance, or any part of it, 
whenever we think proper. 

We further agree, that when our 


maſter or miſtreſs are very dangerouſly 


ill, or on a long journey, that then is 
the time to give them warning: by 
theſe means, wages may be ſuddenly 
raiſed up to a proper pitch; or we ſhall 
have the ſatisfaction to diſtreſs them at 
4heſe particular ſeaſons, 

We molt ſincerely believe, that no- 
body keeps us but for his own uſe, 


pride, or neceſſity, and therefore we 


have an undoubted right to leave them 


whenever we hear of any * more 
profitable. | 


We alſo know by experience, that 


the proviſions which are ſet by are 
the beſt to partake of; and that it is 
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dur right and privilege to diſobey in 
theſe particular caſes, notwithſtanding 
all orders from the parlour to the con- 
We agree, that all poor people are 
raſcals, and the ſcum of the earth; that 
no petitions or letters, where we ſuſpect 
ſuch a thing, are to be delivered, as we 
have no reaſon to put our maſters or 
miſtreſſes our of humour about other 
people's affairs, when we want all their 
good natured hours to ſerve ourſelves. 
We eſtabliſh it as a laſting rule, that 
the time to attack a maſter for more 
wages is when he is drunk, which no- 
body has ſo good an opportunity of 
ſeeing as ourſelves; and that if he is a 
ſingle man and of an amorous diſpo- 
ſition, it is no bad ſeaſon when we have 
been the means of bringing a pretty 
girl to him: we ſpeak now of ms, 
b—ps, ſt— n, and thoſe in power, 
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who have pretty ſnug places and een t 
cures at their diſpoſal. 

We further make it a law of this 
aſſembly, and will ſtand by it as ſuch . 
with lives and fortunes (ſuch as we 
have) that adultery is no crime, and 
that a miſtreſs who will grant the fa- 
vour is no bad ſituation for a ſervant, 
becauſe tis having a woman without 
expence ; and for the fake of having 
you near her, ſhe will always contrive 
to make the place very valuable, as long 
as you chuſe to ſtay in it. 

We agree, that a ſervant at fifty 
ſeems to be a figure quite out of cha- 
rafter ; and that therefore every ſervant 
who does not. feather his neſt before 
that time, is a fool or a madman. = _ 

We acknowledge no ſupremacy of 
our maſters but to their faces. We 
agree on no allegiance but to the gentle- 
men of this ſociety ; and that whatever 
G 4 they 
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they. order (the number being to be 


made up of thoſe who made fortunes 
of not leſs than a 1000l, and are now 


independent cornchandlers, publicans, 
&c. from paſt ſervices) mult be right, 
even tho? it be to ruin the peace of the 
families we live in, or ſquander | their 
fortunes if it lies in our power. 
. Signed, &c, 


The number preſent were not great, 
but in a ſhort time they increaſed fo, 
from a good liking to the ſcheme, that 
few hoſpitals could ſhew more gover- 
nors even in the city, where the word 
governor founds as important as the title 
of colonel in a country village. The 
preſident was alſo one who had from a 
living jumped into a coach, and as Hu- 

dibras and myſelf ſaid before, he alſo 

2 Took his ſtand 
« Upon a widow's jointure land.” 

| There 


wb TCH 
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There were eight vice-preſidents 
agreed on, all reputable tradeſmen, 
who had ſpent their youth in ſervitude, 


but had got wherewithal at laſt, as they 
ſay, to live comfortably. A great chair 
| (ornamented as high as that which tra- 
gedy heroes compoſe themſelves in at a 


theatre royal) was ordered to be made, 


and the motto (which paſt nem. con. 


in the aſſembly) was the old one of 
&« Service is no inheritance.” 


| Proper books were ordered for the 
better regulation of the ſociety, and 
they were indorſed as properly ; one 


was called the Grumbler, marked A. 
where all complaints of places were re- 


giſtered, that the maſter might never 


have a ſervant from their number; a 
ſecond marked B. was chriſtened the 


Intelligencer, which minuted down all 


forts of private hiſtories in families re- 


8 3 | 15 lating 
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lating to their circumſtances, their hap- 


pineſs, their generoſity, and ſo forth; 
a third was named the fortunate, 
wherein were mentioned at length, the 


ſeveral ſtratagems by which many had 
to their knowledge arrived at very good 


fortunes, not only by marriage, but by 
deaths of maſters, and forging his hand 
to a bond for arrears of wages, &c. &c. 
&c. a fourth was properly enough called 
doomſday, in which were put down all 
thoſe who, by breaking the rules of the 


club, were ſet down never to riſe by 


any recommendatian of theirs : there 
wasa fifth, in which were inſerted the 
names of all thoſe who had invented 
any new trick or fineſſe to deceive their 
maſter or miſtreſs, together with the 
prize money they had received as a re- 
ward for their induſtry : the reſt were 


like other ſociety's caſh-books, addends 


and 
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and agenda, in true imitation of the very 
mimic ſocieties in and about London. 
The veſtry-clerk was employed but 
a little while, as they found among 
their vaſt number one who had been 
bred at Chriſt's Hoſpital, and wrote a 
tolerable good hand. He was a butler 
to ſome nobleman ; and in compliment 
to the honour they had done him in 
making him ſtand ſecretary to the ſo- 
ciety, he entertained them all with 
claret out of his maſter's cellar; and to- 
wards the heel of the evening, when 
the company drew themſelves into a 
ſmall circle, he even ſent home for 
Burgundy, Champagne, and white 
Florence, Nice wine, and ſeveral others 


by way of bonne bouche, as he called it: 
at which time they all drank ſucceſs to 
the ſociety till they could drink no lon- 
ger, with the further addition of Cn. 
fon to their maſters and miſtreſſe. and 
TS fome 
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ſome (what they call) ſentimental 
toaſts ; namely, the motto of the chair, 
that ſervice is no inheritance, take time 
by the lock and your miſtreſs by the ſmack, 
with many others which may appear 
to more advantage in another place. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


T HE news ſoon ſpread of the e- 


tection of a ſociety which pro- 


miſed great ſucceſs to the fraternity, 
and great mortification to the gentry, 
which is the joy of ſuch an eftabliſh- 
ment. The intent of their firſt meet- 


ing, 


was to have faithfully heard the 


riſe and progreſs of one — G—-r, 
mentioned in a former chapter, who 


had been of their fraternity once, tho' 


now 
IS. 
hear 


he was in good bread, as the ſaying 
But, as they could not expect to 


the account from himſelf, they at- 
tended 
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tended to have it at ſecond-hand from 


his fellow ſervant, who was made at 


once a vice-preſident to this very ho- 


nourable ſociety: but, as this perſon 
was for a few days on a journey with a 
former n: aſter into Berkſhire, they were 
obliged to amuſe or employ themſelves 


with other ſubjects; and a motion being 


made that every one then preſent (who 
was lucky in the profeſſion) ſhould 
mention the ſteps which led to his ad- 


vancement ; it became the buſineſs of 
one whole evening, to. hear the ſeveral 


accounts of the ſociety then aſſembled, 
The chairman brandiſhing his ham- 


mer with the importance of a L—d, 
Cc 


k. or a Wm G 


in ſome city coffee- houſe, and by one 
ſtroke commanding ſilence, began 
| You have ſucceeded by honourable 
or diſhonourable means in the pro- 
ſefñon you now are in, which, tho 


pub- 
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publicly deſpiſed and laughed at, we 
privately know to be a very good and 
profitable one; tell us, in order as you 
lit, how you firſt roſe to the honours 
you now enjoy, by being butlers and 
maitres d hotel from common livery ſer- 
vants ; and you will gain the approba- 
tion of this honourable ſociety. Begin, 
Mr. s till the arrival of the 
right honourable L—-e G—--r, Eſq; 
who muſt have a preference in cafe he 
ever will appear among us; and in his 
abſence the perſon daily expected, who 
fo well knows his hiſtory. 

Gentlemen, 

As I have the honour to ſit next the 
chair, and believe I have as much to 
impart to this worthy ſociety as any 
member (being very willing to wave all 
rank and preference of place and fitua- 
tion, whenever any one can lay in a better 
claim to ſpeak not by experience more 

8 than 
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than abilities) 1 will beg leave to inform 
them that I was the baſtard of a S—h 
mir (one of the ele) on the body 
of a ſervant maid at a ſnuff-ſhop, now 
and then the ſign of the Highlander 
near the Bg coffee- houſe Charing- 
Croſs. I can anſwer for nothing of 
myſelf till about eight years old unleſs 
by hearſay, which I would not have 
any honourable member of this ſociety 
to depend on : but my mcinory be- 
friends me very well at the age of eight 
or nine years old; and from that time 
I will recolle& (with all deference to 
more worthy ſpeakers) what paſſed in 
the road to my preſent advancement, 

At about nine years old, having 
learned to read and write very little, 
(conſidering the pains taken by the 
maſter and miſtreſs of the charity- 
' ſchool where I was placed) I thought 
it better to gain an inſight into thoſe 


parts 


ener e 

parts of education which conſtitute a 
fine gentleman ; therefore one of the 
daughters of my maſter learning to 
dance twice a week, J had an oppor: 
tunity, while I was blacking ſhoes, of- 
ten to peep through the key-hole, and 


ſee how my young miſtreſs went round 
the room af twice, by way of minuet : 
I was ſo obſerving of it, that in a few 
months I well remember I could excel 
her. On this Iran away from ſchool, 
read an advertiſement about myſelf, 
with proper deſcriptions, without 
changing colour, and entered the ſo- 
ciety of the Middle- Temple as footboy 
to a young ſtudent, who, with a very 
ſcanty allowance from his father, 
thought it neceſſary, by way of ui. 
trap to make as great a figure as he 
could. I remember very well, his 
cutting up a pair of crimſon velvet 


breeches to make cuffs and collar for a 
frock 
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frock coat I wore, the cloth iſſuing from 
an old ſuit of his own, turned to advan- 

tage by a Scotch taylor who worked 
on a bulk near the gate; my hat was 


g | a caſt-off, which had been viſible on 


one fide of the queſtion for near three 
ſummers at Vauxhall, Ranelagh, the 
Park, Gray's-Inn, ind both the Tem- 
ple-Gardens ; my other ornaments he 
ran a tick for, as the reputation of an 
eſtate hereafter gave him great advan- 
tages of this kind for himſelf and 
others: I mean in the articles of ſhoes, 

boots, lace, ſtockings, and linen. 
Well! 1 was happy! my mind was 
quite innocent, and untainted with the 
tricks and plans of my brethren ; and I 
uſed to riſe early and go to bed late, 
without ever thinking of wages or vails, 
ſo long as I had cloaths and neceffary 
food : but, in leſs than ſix months, an 
ald * told * I might get three 
pounds 
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pounds a year ſtanding wages, beſides 
vaili, if I would look about me; and 
he promifed me, if I would quit the 
place, that he would get me immediate 
employ. But how, ſays I, (then inno- 


cently) can I do this? my maſter is 
very kind; and as he has no inclination 
to part with me, I don't well ſee how 


I can part with him. Oh! ſays he, 


you are young indeed. Why I'll tell 


you the whole ſecret among us: break 
his glaſſes or his favourite china; ſpill 
chocolate on his beſt ſtockings, as if by 


an accident ; lame his horſe ; be out 


of the way at chamber-honrs, when he 
wants you ; if he loves boiled milk for 
breakfaſt burn it to—; fill his bottle or 


Jug with ſtale water; leave a great deal 
of powder on his cloaths and dirt on 


his boots; and when he, tho' ever ſo 
gently, reprimands you, fay—Why, Sir, 
I ſee with all my care and diligence I 


can't 
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can't pleaſe you, and therefore ſhould 
beglad to quit your ſervice ; I had ra- 
ther be upon the wide world than live 
to diſpleaſe you. On which you part: 
you get your defired ends, he cannot 
ſee them; and ſo all ends with giving 
a character for another place, which he 
will give you, if tis only to ſhew that 
he Keeps a ſervant, or an apology for 
one. 

I practiſed the ſcheme of my Ne FR 
rean friend, who was grey-headed iti 
the politics of ſervants; and with re- 
luctance, as being the firſt of the kind, 


T told him I ſhould leave his fervice. 


| brought this about by the methods 
juſt now preſcribed, namely, by being 
careleſs and ſlovenly in my work; and 
ſo my trouble and difficulty in effecting 
it was not extraordinary. Accordingly I 
left him; and hearing of a druggiſt, who 
was made a common council man lately, 
and 
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and who was told it became him to ſet 
up an equipage of a footboy, he en- 
gaged me immediately. ] was at firſt 
in hopes that I was only to pad along 
before his lady's ſedan to city-feaſts, 
and dancing evenings; but I too ſoon 
found that my new livery was only to 
be worn on gaudy days, for that I was 
to anſwer the treble end of feeding and 
dreſſing his chair horſe, beating in the 
mortar, and attending his ſpouſe as the 

and by clear the way to her chairmen, 
I forefaw it would not laſt long, fol 

made myſelf tolerably patient, while! 
privately enquired out a better place un- 
known to him, having a recipe at hand 
always to get away from any ſervice, 


thanks to my grey- headed and molt 


experienced adviſer. It was ſcarce three 


months, when, tired of ſeeing him ſel- 
ling a worſe commodity to his moſt 
intimate friends and relations than to 


COm- 
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common ſtrangers, I contrived to leave 


bis houſe, by blacking his ſhoes with 
oil on a lord mayor's day, by which 
means his Sunday white ſtockings were 
irrevocably and irrecoverably ſpoiled; 
nd his wife's beſt filk petticoat ſpot- 
ted, ſo as to be ſent to the er's for a 
metamorphoſis, which is no uncom- 
mon one within the ſound of Bow-bell, 
or the hammers of St. Dunſtan s. 

Though my ſurly common-council 
man of a maſter gave me but a mid- 
ding fort of a character, I got a tole- 
rable good place with an alderman. 
There was very early a wedding inthe 
family of one of his daughters, "whale 
tho it appeared an advantageous thing, 
was in the end very unlucky to me. 
To tell you the truth, the vails flew 
about faſter than ever I knew them 
lince for ſo ſhort a time. So fluſhed 
with a purſe of about ſix guineas (ob- 
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rained by theſe lucky hits) I thought 1 


could bea gentleman and ſee a month 


or two's plays, and live at nobleman's 


tables; and (o I gave warning, on ſome 
frivolous account, according to the old 


plan. Accordingly I went from him; 
but ina few days had an alderman's ſever, 


occaſioned by the exceſs of eating and 


drinking at the wedding and ſome few 
days after it, and which I did not ſuſ- 
pet; by which means I was out of 
place and unemployed, till not only 


my little purſe of vails was exhauſted, 
but what is worſe, till T had run myſelf 


in debt half as much more. It was 
the firſt time that ever I heard ſuch an 
appellation for a diſorder of this kind: 
but the apothecary, who ſhook his head 
over me, told the nurſe that it was, an 


alderman's fever 1 had, and therefore 
little hopes offered of my recovery: on 
which the fooliſh nurſe told the whole 


2 ſecret, 


{ 


The 8 E DA N. 143 
ſecret, that the place I laſt left was an 
alderman's, and that I had been in a 


good place, but for this accident as 
in ſo ſhorta time (by means of a wed- 


ding) I had got near fx guineas. This 
was an unlucky ſtroke on me ; for the 
apothecary had propoſed taking nothing 
of me before, whereas now (like a true 
citizen) he ſaid that his time was valu- 
able, his drugs coſt him money, and 
that he had expended a great deal of 


money before he had got himſelf into 
any kind of buſineſs. However, I'll 


do himſelf the juſtice to ſay, that he & 
gave me time to pay the remainder 
(after I had given him the whole fix 
guineas) on paſſing my note to him, 


and mentioning that it was to bear law- 
ful intereſt. Well! my health was 


reſtored ; and I went to live with an 


eminent dancing-maſter, where 1 
learned many accompliſhments which 
indeed 


666A r — — — 


* Wy, Ty DS * 
8 —.— de 
— N 
4 r — 881 wy 
5 3 y "a . yo * "I — 
— r Ee EY — 3 
9 n 


— 
IT 3 
a q — 
FE 2 4 2 
Ans — 
N LA 
* * at LAS. 4 
Fg 4H 1 . 
rr 


= DC = 
© Eons, \ = 9 — % 
— 2 — — - \ S N 
n mg * * — + — * — 4 — 4 
- _ Nays AN toys. = & — — CO OE ID _ = — $7 - 
iS, „ OT HOI —— 2 5 — 8 
* = . - — — * — — 4 
— —— — — 2 „ — 1 1 py 933 —— * * 
wan ove, 5 4 ys” m a ho yy gone 22 —— « —— - r 
27 - 
- 6 8 r PR 2 Afro of - ws 


we Ther TED AN. 
indeed ſerved me hereafter, and helped 
me to the happineſs and fortune I now 
enjoy. The poor gentleman in leſs 
than ſix months died. He was fond 


of ſtate and ſhew, and keeping it up FP” I 


the folks ſay; and fo I luckily always 


| paſſed as his gentleman, or valet de 


chambre, by which means I got not 
only footing in the beſt families where 


he taught, but often, where it was un- 


known, taught young ladies of my own 
gaining, having acquired a ſufficient | 


knack at the violin, not only to play the 


neceſſary minuet, but often to catch the 
ears of my ſcholars afterwards. To 
make ſhort of the affair, on the death 


of my maſter I ſet up publicly, taught 


his very ſcholars, was impudent enough 
to find fault with his manner and me- 


thod, and began a new one myſelf, till 


by: degrees I got to the pitch of income 


I now am arrived at, and by this means 


married 
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married a ſcholar of my own; by 
which means I fit in a coach . * 


uſed to ride behind, and put chillings „ 


into thoſe hands who, but for the wheel 
of fortune, might have put them into 


my own. 


On his ending his hiſtory (in which 


there were many particulars relating to 
change of places which I ſhall not trou- 


ble the reader with) it was ordered, | 
that the thanks of the court ſhould be 
ſent to him for his kind ſervices and 


friendly information, and that he may 
be deſired to be perpetual chairman of 


the committee, the better to encourage 
| beginners to arrive at the ſame honour. 


and dignity. 
The next in turn, tho not ſo great 


in life, was what we call a warm due in 
the world; and he roſe with all "Jefe- 
rence to any member more. worthy 
(even tho' it was his i immediate turn) 
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and he began his hiſtory as fol. 
—_— 15 5 

I was imagined to be the ſon of an 
after ld cr when he was a young 
templar, on the perſon of his laun- 
dreſs's daughter. I knew neither fi- 
ther nor mother; and the firſt circum- 
ſtance in life that I recollect, was being 


a chimney-ſweeper's boy, and what 


they called a fove boy, that is, one of 
the exact mould and ſhape for aſcend. 
ing the ſmalleſt chimney, - As I en- 
creaſed in bulk and ſtature my maſter | 
flighted me, half ſtarved me, and turned 
me out one hard winter's night, where, 
ſeeking for a lodging, I met with a 
friend, who took me home to his lodg- 
ing in Marigold court, where next morn- 
ing I ſaw on a board this ſtrange inſcrip- 
tion, Lodgings for fingle men very cheap, 
with a proper draw-back and allowance, 
of they are out in the day time. I was 

1 much 
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much puzzled at firſt to know how to 
underſtand this ſtrange account of the 
houſe and people who inhabited it; 
when I found that watchmen, whoare 
out all night, are glad of cheap lodgings 
in the day time, ſuch as theſe; and they 
ally forth again long before the others 
return home at night. | 
Buy this friend's inſtructions and 
advice, I got to be pot- carrier to a very 
princi ipal beer-houſe i in Covent- Garden; 
from whence, as I grew taller and more 
improved, one of the inferior players 
took me to himſelf to wait on him, by 
which means I often had fine opportu-' 
nities of ſeeing plays gratis, with the 
concurrent pleaſure of muſic and dan- 
eing. I watched every thing very 
doſe ; let flip no opportunity of im- 
proving myſelf, and by degrees raiſed 
myſelf to ſuch a faſhionable pitch for 
bowing, taking ſnuff, delivering meſ- 
H 2 lages, 


found that a few d ſſes, c 
and ladies of faſhion (unhappy in the 


| be changed or duſted. | I began now to 


148 The SE D A N. 
ſages, dancing, fencing, riding the great 
faddle (the three latter of which I 
gained from troopers and life guard 
men) that I ſoon began to look about 
me for a place equal to my abilities; 
and indeed ſoon found one with an 

officer in the guards, who made the * 
beſt figure with his pay only that ever 


I knew in any one: but I ſoon got be- 


hind the curtain of the ſecret, and 


chain of wedlock) were better friends 
to him than his military ſkill, which 
Was indeed allowed to be the moſt 


| conſiderable of any one in the corps. 
He was very careleſs about his letters 


and papers, often leaving his key in the 


drawers, and oftener putting them in 


his pocket, which ever fell to my lot 


to read, whenever his cloaths were to 


take 


% 


=ſles, 
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| take the hint myſelf, and looking at 


myſelf in the glaſs, I burſt out into ſome 


lines of king Richard's, in the tragedy, 
very appolite to my purpoſe 


hy heavens I do miſtake me al the 
r 
Why ſhe finds out, perhaps, altho' I 


cannot 
M [yielf to be a maryellous proper man. 


1 now made the laſs my daily orap- 


dog zl I bowed, took ſnuff at it, danced, 


and in ſhort liked myſelf fo well, that 
I declare I began to think every day a 


loſt one, in which I did not write or 


receive a letter from ſome woman of 
faſhion, tho' unknown: for at firſt I be- 
gan by advertiſing, writing letters of 


| honourable marriage, and treaties of 


that kind, and very often had favour- 


able anſwers. I had the old news- 


Paper Jargon all at hand ; that honour 
Fry f H T : and 
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and ſecrecy might be depended on, and 
begged an anſwer, tho' even in my dif. 


favour: add to this, that by vails I 
could now better equip myſelf with 


linen, ſhoes, ſtockings, &c. &c. &c. 


for the maſter I then lived with, when 


I made my fortune, allowed us to wear 
our ſhoulder-knots with a hook ; and 
indeed our cloaths were more like gen- 


tlemen, than half what are worn as 


ſuch. I again quoted my favourite 
character of Richard, and fad with 


him, that 


Since I am crept in favour, with 


myſelf 
J will maintain it with a little colt. 


I will employ a ſcore or two of tay- 


lors 


i To ſtudy faſhions to adorn my body, 


Well! gentlemen, for I ſee a wor- 
thy and honourable member waiting to 
relate 


not to ſpare but conſume our ſeveral 
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relate his hiſtory, I will conclude by 


informing you, that I ſoon married a 
widow with a tolerable fortune of 


about 3000ol. by which means I entered 


trade as a cornchandler, having ſeen in 
many great families what profits are 


got by it; and I can not only ſay that 


I wear as good linen, woollen, and lace 
as the firſt commoner can, but that I 
have two diſhes at my table every day, 
good liquors in my cellar, and money 
out at uſe, to promote the welfare of 


any member of this honourable ſociety; 
and if ſmaller favours are only wanted, 


my table ſhall ever be open to them all 


whenever they are out of place ; for I 


think, while they continue in place, 
they are wrong to tire their friends, 
when our great pleaſure ought to be 


maſters fortunes as much as we poſſibly 


can. I have only one thing more to 
H 4 
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add (and beg pardon for delaying my 
next neighbour a few moments more) 
and that is, with all my foul I do moſt 
firmly believe, that had I not been in 
an hurry I might have married twice 
as well; and recommend it moſt par- 
ticularly to the young, the handſome, 
and the accompliſhed in this way, that 
they may all do better than myſelf, if 
they have but a little patience, for men 
are ſcarce and widows are loving : and 
was I to begin the world again, I would 
not bate a ſhilling of 10,000). of law- 
ful money of Great Britain, becauſe I 
know and am convinced it may be 
eaſily obtained; for what is much to 
our advantage, the gentlemen of the 
preſent age are very illiterate, in juſt 
proportion as we are improved; and 1 
am ſure, take away that advantage and 
the footman, as the jack gentleman has 
the aſſurance to call us, is a better 
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and ſounder man for a widow or a 


| maid, than half the motley- bred gen - 


try in this vaſt metropolis. 

He fate down with great applauſe; 
and the thanks of the houſe were alſo 
ordered to him in the uſual forms, 
which he accepted as his due. 

Gentlemen, 4 

The firſt part of my life has ſuch a 
ſameneſs with and reſeniblance to the 
honourable perſon who ſpoke laſt, that 


I ſhall {kip over every part of it, till 1 


indeed was brought to a friend's home 
one cold froſty night by a kind humane 
man, and ſuffered to ſleep with him: 
this was indeed favour enough ; I had 


no right to expect further, being quite 
a itranger, and I may ſay a kind of 


grown founding. 


Having no cloaths as yet (cho: my | 


friend who brought me home with 


bim ſaid he would ſoon accommodate 
Hs. me 
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me with ſome of his, properly altered) 


I was determined to be out in the day- 
time (agreeable to my inclinations and 


my friend's agreement) and get a live- 


lihood for myſelf, my ſpirit, tho' ſo 


early in life, being too great to trouble 


him for any thing but lodging, and of 
courſe a good protection; for boys who 


are out late at night, are liable to many 
Perſecutions. 


Well! 1 ſoon des myſelf alſo 


into a public-houſe, by ſinging a bal- 
lad at their door which I had learned 


of a fiove-boy when we ſwept together; 


and the people of the houſe, after ſome 
queſtions of and about me, told my 


name to the woman, who ſhewed ſome 


pity towards me. On this the maſter 


grumbled, and faid— What, you think 


bread and cheeſe coſt nothing; I ſup- 
poſe that you ſtuffed that ragged dogs 
ſtomach with the beſt ! What, tis your 


Hits 


ö 
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methodiſſes that teach you to ruin me, 


\ 


but they ſhant't: I know they have a 
text for every thing; and I ſuppoſe 
here they tell you, that he wwho. grves 


to the poor lends to the Lord; but Tl 
not truſt any Lord with my commo- 
dities, unleſs they will pay down the 
ready, as wecall it, and no Birminghams. 

Why, my dear, ſays his meek lady, 
I will doas I pleaſe, you know: as to 
any words between ourſelves, I laugh 
at them you know of old; but fince 
you have had the impudence to attack 


my dear religion, for which I would 


freely lay down my life, d—n me if 


the poor boy ſhall not only ſtuff his 


ſtomach, as you call it, with the beft 
the houſe aftords, but I will further 
take him under my roof as pot- carrier, 
in the room of that wooden-headed 


ideot you have provided us with, and 
he ſhall be cloathed immediately. Now 
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you know my laws, like thoſe of the 


Medes and Perſians, alter not, and ſo 


if you are tired of me and my manner, 
go look, my dear: at which words ſhe took 
the boy by the hand, and ſaid, Well! 
don't cry, nor mind that booby of a 


huſband of mine I'll take care of you; 


and if he ever ill uſes or ill treats you, 
let me know i it, and PI lead him a 


weary life. 
I was now entered a pot. carrier with- 
out doors and ſcorer within, and ſaw 


much variety ſoon; while I ſometimes 


deſcended cellars or mounted garrets, 
in ſearch of my maſter. or miſtreſs's 


Plate, which is the cant word among 


us for the pewter we carry out or fetch 


in from our cuſtomers. I have often, 
even when a boy, laughed moſt heartily 


at the airs ſome of theſe garreteers 
would give themſelves when they were 
"payingt their money ; for when they had 
| it 
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it not they were humble enough. 
When as how, ſays one, if your maſ- 
ter does not keep a better commodity, 
I ſhall make very ſhort of it and turn 
him off: my money is as good as my 
lord mayor's, and I expect a penny- 
worth for my penny, or you know the 
conſequence ; the company I keep are 
very polite people, and very curious in 
their liquor; ſo mend your manners, 

tell your maſter, or I'll mend myſelf, 
LI early in life ſaw that power was 
the moſt prevailing paſſion of the hu- 
man mind ; for theſe people, by form- 
ing parties, have before now ſpoiled 
the trade of very good houſes, and have 
puniſhed with the glee and ſatisfaction 
of a prime miniſter. But to my ſtory. 
I continued in this houſe a full year 
and rather longer, when obſerving from 
the numberleſs footmen and footboys 
who uſed the houſe, that their way of 
_ life 
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| life ſeemed eaſy, that they wore good 
linen, good pumps, good cloaths, and 
had always a great deal of ready money 
to fling away, for ſo it may well be 
called, having frequently known a gen- 
tleman's butler, who had the command 
of his maſter's beer cellar entirely, ſit- 
ting here at the rate of a ſhilling or two 
a day, at a time I could not account 
| for it: but, beſides the very old proverb 
8 that home is homely, 1 found out that 
WW at home they were but ſervants, here, 
| forſooth ! they were maſters ; and every 
time they called for a full-pot, the an- 
ſwer was yes, Sir; Sir, you ſhall have 
it, and Sir, ] hope the laſt was to your 
55 Biking. The word, Sir! is the trap to 
catch all their money, all their time, 
and all the ſecrets of their families. 
My wiſhes were ſoon accompliſhed; 
for ſeeing a gentleman's ſervant at our 


houſe out of livery, and finding he 
dearly 


love myſelf, and ſo ſticking a print of 
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deadly loved homage and reſpect, I 
called him often your honour: on 


vhich he one day ſaid, My lad! (I ſhall 
never forget the joy I received at the 


ſound, it ſeeming an earneſt of ſome- 


thing fortunate, tho' Ican't deſeribe it) 
if you are under no contract with your 


maſter, I will take you under my care. 


1 am allowed a boy to attend me; and 
have indeed the management of all the 


ſervants in the houſe, ſo as to keep or 


turn them off at my pleaſure; I might 
ſay royal Ht Shes _ indeed I ama 
king. 


You may imagine I did not want 


much intreating to leave a place of this 
kind, but wanted an excuſe to get 
away: my maſter I well knew would 


be glad, my miſtreſs puzzled me ; but 


a good friend told me early, not to have 


a feeling for any one, and only to 


Dr. 
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Dr. Wh -d up in the neceſſary- 
houſe (knowing ſhe not only admired 
but adored him) we quarrel led, and 
ſhe turned me out of doors with an 
inuendb, that I was a young gallows, 
and ſhould come to that end: poor 
woman! ſhe. little thought 1 had ſe- 
cured ſuch a fine retreat. 
Well! I went to my new place ; "OY 
and the butler, who, like all ſervants 
that can keep one under them, was a | 
- tyrant, ſoon made me look about again, a 
I now began to grow manly; and hay- 
ing learned to tie my former lank hair II { 
with a ribband, I found it gave my i 
face a handſome look, and from that c 
very day I determined to market with I , 


myſelf, as well as the beſt of them. II h 

was now fifteen years of age, and for- 

warder at thoſe n than many 8 © 
ubs he 
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My lady s woman now began to 
caſt an eye towards me, but our wants 
were very different; ſhe wanted me 
for a husband, J fain would have got 
her as a miſtreſs; for in truth I early 
deſigned having a wife of fortune, let 
her features be what they would; and, 
Ike my betters, to keep a miſtreſs in 

private, and perhaps out of her money 
too, after the example of all men of 
wit, fancy, ſpirit, and faſhion. Well! 
as to Mrs. Betty I temporized ſo with 
her, that, during my ſtay, in hopes 1 
ſhould marry her, ſhe not only made 
and mended for me, but even found the 
cloth. This was no bad circumſtance, 
as I had no vails, and of courſe could 
have very little pocket- money. 121 

Poor girl! I often look back at the 
creature : but 1 think, as it is to the 
honour of this ſociety, I may tell them 


that I lay with her, on a promiſe of 
marriage 


. 


EE 
marriage privately, and never before a 
witneſs, by which means J had a bed- 
fellow cheap, and of courſe a good plea 


for not making her a wife afterwards : 


for I pleaded this very circumſtance 


againit her, and faid (like my betters) 
that had ſhe refuſed me, I ſhould have 


bad the higheſt opinion of her, but that 


no wiſe man would marry his w—re, 
which word I ſpoke at length, as 1 
knew it would touch her haughty ſoul 
and make her deſpiſe me. It had this 


very effect; for ſhe ſwore ſhe would 
not marry me if I was a banker, and | 


could feed her with gold every day. 


My harſh word, which I repeated 


over and over again, had the very de- 
fired effect; for the fell ſick, took to 
her bed, anddied in a few weeks. As 


| ſhe had too much honour to tell the 
particulars to any one, her death was 


doubly of ſervice to me; for in the 
. f firſt 
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firſt place it was given out, to my great 
advantage, that all the girls were in 
love with me; that I was a man who 
had the moſt winning and engaging 
ways; and, as a proof of it, that one 
young woman had died for love of me. 

Ido aſſure you I gained freſh ſtrength 
on this affair; and having never wore 
ruffles or lace before, I now put on 

both, and having learned the neceffary 
_ qualifications of a valet de chambre, I 
privately laid myſelf out for that way of 
| life, and determined to trade on my 
| WU own private bottom. 80 quarrelling 
with my butler-maſter (for I never 
knew any other) I quitted him; and 
having for a month ſeen the pleaſures 
of London, I went to live with a 
young gentleman juſt arrived to a very 
good eſtare, of whom I had lucky in- 
telligence from a friend that he was very 
careleſs in all his expences ; ſo I hoped 
Wn. — for 
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for fine ſort of pickings from his tradeſ. 
men. What in the very trifling arti. 
cles of butter, cream, tea, ſugar, pow- 
der, waſhballs, filk bags, cards, pen and 
paper, I think I uſually extracted about 


a guinca every week; and in the larger 


affairs of wine, marketting, cloaths, and 
fo forth, I think in four years, which 
was all the time I lived with him, I 
| faved up near £001. | 

It was with: this ca vital, and a very 
univerſal acquaintance with gentlemen's 


ſervants in general, that I fat up in the 


cornchandlery way of buſineſs: I have 
throve, gentlemen, as all of you ſhall 

be witneſs of who may want my ler- 
vice, and by marrying a ſucceſſion of 
old forſaken maidens, whom provi- 
dence ſoon took to himſelf, I can now 
aſſiſt thoſe who have honourably 
aſſiſted me; and have the pleaſure at 


this very time, to have a corner of 
ſome 
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ſome gentlemen's eſtates who formerly 


have inſulted me, and cheated me of 
many a fair ſhilling in my vails, by tu- 
toring gentlemen their own way, who. 


before were good chaps enough. 


The next in turn pleaded an heſita- 
tion in his ſpeech, which he ſaid (for | 


he was a wit) laid ſuch an embargo on 


his eloquence, that he begged to wave 


his privilege in favour of his next neigh- 


bour, and ſaid he would at his leiſure 


put down in writing very faithfully, 
all that he knew of- himſelf which 


would be beneficial to this honourable 
ſociety, and hoped he might be ex- 
cuſed mentioning by word of mouth 


tbat, which he knew would appear to 


more advantage in black and white, 
The affair was put to the vote and ſoon 
granted: ſo his right hand neiyhbage 5 


began as follows. 
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My life, gentlemen ! has been as 
ſtrange a medley as ever you have heard 
or can conceive. Iam the ſon of a fe- 


lon who pleaded her belly, and at my 
birth her ſentence-was fully executed. 


She had taken the liberty to provide 
herſelf with ready money always of her 
own coining, and being unluckily 


caught in the fact, ſhe ſuffered for it. 


What was that to me, gentlemen? 


1:was well begot by a trooper, as I have 
been told, and have throve as well as 


thoſe who were kittened on velvet 


beds or in ſattin chairs. 1 have been 
told many anecdotes of my firſt child- 
| hood; but as the rule of this honour- 
able ſociety is only to repeat what we 
know ourſelves, I ſhall beg leave to be- 
gin with my tory from about ſeven 


years of age, when indeed I remem- 


ber every thing v very well, 
1 
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J was at that age ſo unlucky a dog, 
as to have at the charity ſchool the nick- 
name of pickle : and indeed to this 
day there are many who ſtill think I 
have no other. Tired of the forma- 
lity of maſters and miſtreſſes 1 ran 
away, enliſted myſelf with a puppet- 
ſhew man, and liked that itinerant 
life ſo well, that I was near fifteen 


years old before I quitted it. Change 


of place is very agreeable! I have never 
known that pleaſure ſince, Tt was 
here I firſt learned the rudiments of 
muſic, which that they have well im- 
proved, may appear that I am now in 
his majeſty's band, and make no bad 


| figure among ſcholars of the firſt faſhion 


in the kingdom. My maſter had me 


taught to tumble, and by this means I 


gained a very great addition to my ir in- 
come. | 
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At Reading, I very well remember, 
that from the halfpence on the ſtage, 
I made up a very good filver watch, 
ſhoe and knee-buckles of the ſame, and 
added a lace to my hat, Which before 
had only a gold loop and button. Theſe 
were great days : I was then eſteemed 
the beſt bornpipe in England, and with 
I was ſo now; health and limbs are 
| better than gout and riches. | 
But at 8 my maſter, after various 
tr wials tolive, was unfortunately hanged 
for forgery ; and his chattels being all 
forfeit, I had no thoughts of continuing, 
and fo. came up to London to try 
my fortune elſewhere. Muſically and 
| theatrically inclined, 1 immediately 
fought the play-houſe, got an order, 
by dancing a hornpipe in the lobby be- 
fore ſome leading ones, and from that 
day was invited to be one of them. 


My abilities for the fiddle being made 
Known, 


— 
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known, I got into the orcheſtra as a 
ſeconde (which. as in the army implies 
waiting for a dead man's ſhoes). which 

| ] obtained 1 in leſs than a year after. 
: My acquaintance increaſing ö it got | 
ſcholars apace, and taught to dance, 

more to prevent any one elſe getting 
footing, than for the difference of the 
money. - Now and then I compoſed a 
ballad, and at laſt ventured to ſet my 
name to it. By this means, tho I got 

numberleſs rubs from the fraternity of 
the how and reſin, yet among families 
I got more reſpect than formerly, and. 

| was now and then invited to dine where 

| 1 taught. It was in one of theſe houſes 

I firſt ſaw my lovely Maria; I ſoon 


found her ruling paſſion was muſic, 
and, having a woman with me who 


paſſed for my wife, the better to carry 
on the plot, 1 was permitted at all 
hours, like an old married man, to viſit 
Yor. i i | * and 
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and be viſited by half the young ladies 
where I taught. Maria often ſighed 


when ſhe ſaw me, and ſaid, what a 


happy woman my wife muſt be to 
have a huſband of ſuch amazing qua- 
lifications ! Which was a ſufficient hint 


for me to give her the whiſper, that it 
was all a blind to get a better. introduc- 
tion into great families, but that if ſhe 
felt for me half which I did for her, 


when I uſed to ſqueeze her hand in 
dancing (and indeed I had felt ſome- 
thing particular from her always at 


that- time) I would employ the very 


perſon who paſſed for my wife, to 
conduct the affair in fuch a till, ſafe, 
and prudent way, as that no one ſhould 


ſuſpect it. She trembled when I ſpoke; 
but giving her one kiſs, I ſaw a pecu- 
har pleaſure in her eyes which I never 
faw before; and ſhe gave me to under- 


2 the 


ſtand, that ſhe had loved me ever ſince 
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the day I firſt danced a hornpipe, to 


pleaſe ſome ladies who were viſiting 
there. I thought with myſelf imme 


diately, what ſilly animals women are 


in general to be ſo captivated with out- 


fide; but ĩt was my buſineſs to purſue 
and overtake, not to ſtay and conſider. 


Well, time went on! and now having 


prepared my ſeeming wife with the af- 
fair (who being an old female friend, 
for paſt ſervice wiſhed me ſucceſs). we 
always went together when it was the 
day to teach; and while I went to 
other families in the ſtreet or neigh- 
bourhood, ſhe was left to drink tea, 


dine, play at cards, and forward the 


affair in queſtion. 


Sure nobody could manage better 


than ſhe did; in leſs than fix months I ob- 
tained my prize, touched 12000 l. be- 


ſides jewels, plate, reverſions, remainders 


won _ law callsthoſe — things) and 
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now, gentlemen, tho' I don't teach 
ſcholars, I am not aſhamed of being in 
the k—g's band, or an organiſt to 
ſome capital church; and for this very 
good reaſon, that having a viſible em- 

ploy in the muſical way, I prevent any 

.enquiries about what I was originally, 


every body thinking I was a profeſt 


maſter, from the uſual age of twenty- 
one. I moſt fincerely wiſh the gen- 
tlemen of this honourable ſociety 
equally good fortune, am come to the 
point of my happineſs, without enume- 
rating a thouſand circumſtances which 
I might have done, but that I am cau- 
_ tious of encroaching too much on = 
time. 

Some others were going to riſe, but 
| the evening growing into morning, 
things were poſtponed till another day, 


ſtill in hopes of the grand tale of all, on 


the return of the member from his 
1 Berk- 


The SEDAN, 173 
Berkſhire journey, which was the fi- 
niſher of all good fortune in their way; 
as what had been already advanced, 
was mere playing at ſmall games, com- 
_ pared to a ſeat in parliament, town and 
country-houſe, a ſet of horſes, and the 
title of right honourable. There was 

as much ceremony at parting, as you 
could conceive at an inſtallation dinner ; 
and all gave their word of honour, that 
not one would fail attending next club 
night, as their attendance ſeemed to be 
of ſuch univerſal benefit to the moſt 
honourable ſociety, that ever was ſet 
on foot ſince the foundation of * and 
colleges. 

The ex pected perſon not being yet 

arrived to give the grand hiſtory, it 
was ordered, that to fill up the interme- 
diate time, the parties aſſembled who 
had not yet told their riſe and progreſs 
ſhould do it. Accordingly the next in 
K. 3 turn 
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turn began. He was nick-named Ora. 
tor from his abilities, that way as he 


thought, but it was privately known, 
that the very name was only intended 


as a burleſque, on one who was only 


a pretender to the title. 

Gentlemen, 

I ſhould but very ill deſerve the ho- 
nour of being an unworthy reſidentiary 
in this worthy aſſembly, not to take 
the moſt abrupt and facil methods, to 
explane to you how I was ſo facilitated 
to arrive at the pitch of glory Iam, 1 
am a governor of one or two new hoſ- 
pitals; as the expence of five guineas 


is very trifling to the grand. title of go- 


vernor, which (and I can produce let- 
ters and petitions to that purpoſe) very 
often for ſhortneſs ſake, gives you the 


Further ſtile and title of exce//ency. But 
to the point. or, as the learned ſay, ad 
rem. 


1 
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Il was firſt erudited at a free-ſchool, 
and my intellectual faculties appearing 
early very perſpicuous, I was put out 
as a clerk to a merchant; but figutes 
and the belles lettres not accruing very 
well, I ſoon contrived to have an eclair- 
ciſſement with my friends about the 
matter, and it was ſoon agreed, that I 
was too ſprightly and mercuriale for 
trade, and ſo I changed to be a pupil 
to a face-painter, My maſter very ge- 
nerouſly acknowledging that my turn 
did not lie that way, I was again ruſ- 
ticated at my father's, and they not fix- 
ing me to any thing, I led a kind of 
amphibeous life there after an heterodox 
manner; ſo that, in ſhort, at ſixteen 
I was really fit for nothing but the idle 
life of a ſervant, which I accepted of 
rather than hear the unphiloſophical lec- 


tures of two illiterate parents on fork 
an occaſion, 


4 Po nn 
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My firſt ſervice was with a country 
divine, who diſpleaſed me foon by not 
allowing cards in the familiy, and ſo 
we parted. : I ſoon after enliſted with a 
lieutenant of a marching regiment, who 
was generous as far as his income would 
allow, but I wanted to eſculate and 
embrace plenty and good fortune, by 
which means I went to live with a 
Few. This 1 may ſay was my firſt 
ſtep to happineſs; for, finding no reſ- 
pect was paid to any one but of their 
own ſentimental way of thinking, and 
that converts always bore great reſpect, 
l even thought it beſt to accommodate 
myſelf to their methods, and ſo be- 
came one of their identical people. I 
had further views than vails and perqui- 
ſites; my ſchemes were very ſalubrious 
and ſalutiferous, and they anſwered. 
It is needleſs to take vp the volatile 


hours of this honourable ſociety, with 
4 men- 
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mentioning any particulars farther than 
that I uſed privately to laugh at the 
change they imagined had been 
wrought in me by leCtures of all kinds ; 
let it ſuffice, that in le than two years 
a young Jeweſs, who was an orphan, 
began to ruminate her eyes upon me as 
I uſed to attend her in the garden ; for 
being lame, ſhe was often circulated. 
about in a kind of Windſor chair. ſet 
upon wheels. I ſoon contrived, by 
great tenderneſs to her perſon, to claim 
this office to myſelf entirely: and ſhe 
1 found ſoon contrived that I ſhould 
be the only.perſon. To make ſhort 
of an affair which I could make a kind 
of longitude of, were ] willing to take 
up your time, I in two years attendance 
obtained her, and with her ſuch a for- 
tune (had not the court of c- My ema- 
ciated it by their curſed inter poſition) 
_— might now have rode in my 
"392 15 coach 
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coach and fix. However, gentlemen, 


T live as it is like a nobleman, but am 
ſorry I can't d:fuſe my fortune among 
the dignified people of our fraternity; 


for /tho' I have married a Jew my 


heart is a Chriſtian, and I will oſculate 2 


and embrace any diſtreſſed member or 

His friend whenever 1 am aſked. 
Upon his fitting down nobody 

ſeemed in the leaſt diſpleaſed, when 

his right hand man ariſing, the ham- 

mer proclaimed filence, and he began. 
Gentlemen, 


T have the Raser to be a member 


of this honourable ſociety, and have 
the further honour to be deſired by 
Mr. Chairman, to relate what I can of 


the ſeveral ſteps and ſtages to the good 


fortune I now enjoy. I moſt willingly 
undertake it : and this the rather, as 
1 believe my methods have been dif- 
ferent from the common ones, e520 

$43 tho' 
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tho not to be recommended to others, 
may, I ſuppoſe, be repeated in ſafety 
here, as our appellation is men of honour. 
I was the ſon of a Temple-ticket 
porter, as it is ſaid; but I rather think 
my mother, who was a famous and 
faſhionable laundreſs at that time of the 
day, had better aſſiſtances than drunken 
Tom, as my father was generally cal- 
led: be that as it will I was well born, 
well taken care of, and afterwards well 
educated. 7 2 
But bk as it u ins hape 
pened, tho' indeed it has happened 
otherwiſe, I got to be a footboy to a 
perſon who appeared, by dreſs and be- 
haviour, to be a gentleman. He kept 
a brace of geldings, had chambers in 
the Temple, by way of ſecurity and 
| fineſſe to the world, and never let me 
know or even ſuſpect his way of life, 
till it was found out and he ſuffered. 
3 This 
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This almoſt brings tears in my eyes. 
e was hanged at nn at 25 years 
of age. 

It uſed to puzzle me, that tho' we 
rn fate off together from the King's. 
Bench walks, and perhaps rode ſome 
few miles afterwards, that he would 
bid me wait at an inn till he returned, 
J ever thought that a ſervant would 

5 give him rank and honour on the road, 
and uſed to wonder, that as he was at 
the expence of cloathing, maintaining 
and keeping me and my horſe, he was 
W wrong not to let the world know it. 


| But at theſe times he was always en- 
= paged in his profeſſion, which I then 
[ was ignorant of; and when he called 
1 dn me again he then, by putting on his 
2 Huſſar's great-coat, which I always 

1 kept ready for him, and my following 
il dim as his ſervant, blinded the world 


. em -A DDr 


The SEDAN. 1 


fo at his entrance into Laaded.. that for 
many. years nobody ſuſpected it, 

He would ſometimes. (having been 
called to the. bar) wear the gown to 


Weſtminſter-Hall by way of apology; 


and many a time have I wrote names 


on paper, as if they were briefs and 


matters of buſineſs. He dined- at 
good ordinaries, kept the beſt company, 
and dreſſed better than any n 
in the place. 


Eager to obtain a lady in marriage, 


he moſt unfortunately robbed the mail : 
for this he ſuffered ; and when he was 
committed, the judges being all on the 


circuit, he lay in Newgate ſeveral 


weeks; and it was then he unboſomed 
himſelf in ſo wine apd is a man- 
n 

l can't live, fays be you may; and 
believe me, in this great city, that no 


trade is like that which I followed 
and 
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and might have followed till, but, 
eager to intercept a letter of conſe- 


quence, I am come to this untimely 


end, not that I am ſorry; ; for, agreeable 


WP Mr. _ 


Life SA jeſt and all things ſhew it, 
I thought ſo once, and ſoon. ſhall 
know it, 


Notwithſtanding I faw his fate be- 


fore my eyes, I could not reſiſt the 


temptations of a pair of geldings, fine 
cloaths, women, tavern-ſuppers, &c. 


Kc. &c. and fo boldly entered on the 


way of life. My ſucceſs, without men- 


tioning particulars, was ſo great, that I 


believe I have not leſs than 6000 l. out 
at intereſt, and have my fortune to 
make ſtill by marriage. I have no 


| horſes at preſent, and run no hazards. 


I frequent gaming tables ; and there is 


much to be got that way, which is ſe- 


curely 
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cure y done, I can't ſay I ever very 
much enjoyed myſelf in my other ſta- 
tion; and what pleaſes me moſt is, 
that I never robbed the needy, only the 
rich; nor have I half ſo much to an- 
| ſwer for in my conſcience, as half the 
petti- fogging attornies in N— k. 

Ido really believe, that 1 ſhould have 
continued in this way of merchandize 
to my dying day it was ſo tempting, 
but that providence or fortune threw 
an odd thing in my way, which at once 
opened my eyes and ſtartled me. 


I have kept ſometimes five or fix 


ſaddle horſes, and often uſed to accom- 
modate a friend with one; «but lately 
I had only two, and that day wanted 
them both: an acquaintance ſent to 
borrow one, to which I anſwered that 
I had never a one. He was a man of 
wit, and faid to the fellow, Why! tis 


very odd, I have known your maſter 


in 


1 
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in the worſt of times, when he had 
half a dozen, and now he thrives, he 
has not one forſooth. Whether he 
meant it or no I can't pretend to ſay, 
but it ſtruck me like a momento mori, 
and I quitted at once all thoughts of 


further traffic that way. : 
I depend on the hows of this wor. 

thy ſociety in not divulging this, and 
having nothing further to offer, will 


not take up their time any longer. 


Gentlemen, 
My life, by travelling and moving 


about (having ever been of a roving 


diſpoſition) is fo very various, that I am 
almoſt puzzled when and where 1 ; 
ſhould begin. However; as the reci- 
tals you ſeem to require, are only thoſe 


which lead to the benefit and not the 


amuſement of this moſt honourable ſo- 
ciety, I will be as conciſe as poſſible. 


1 
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was born in a camp at the latter 
end of queen Anne's reign, and how 
my father could ſubſiſt me and three 
more of us, beſides my honoured mother 


for ſix pence a day I can't poſſibly de- 
viſe ; but ſo it is that I am alive and 
well, and as well boned and ſinewed 
as any gentleman's ſon in England, and 
believe much better than half the race 
of nobility. The firſt circumſtance I 


remember in my life, was driving the 
aſs along in which my two dear ſiſters 


and my wotthy brother uſed to be car- 
ried on ; and indeed it was latterly my 
office to pack them up'for the day, like 

ſtone-bottles with the heads and necks 
_ appearing above the ſtraw. 


I can well remember the flinty- 
hearted people up and down the ſeveral 


countries we travelled, refuſing us com- 
mon huſks almoſt, which were only 
the food of their ſwine ; and I always 
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remembered, that in the end they 
were truly penny wile and pound 
fooliſh; for my honoured: father and 
mother always marked the place, and 
whenever we paſſed in the evening, 
their ducks, their pigs, their poultry, 
their eggs, or their fiſh generally pu- 


- niſhed them, and made us moſt n 


amends. 
As I had ſomething of a voice, I was 
ſoon beat into the art of ſinging; and 
many a ſevere pummelling have I had 
for not knowing the laſt new tune as 
ſoon as another. We traffic'd in a little 

| earthen ware, which indeed was only 
acloke and covering to ſome ſmuggled 
tea, or half an anchor of the beſt ſtyff 
of France, for the private bed-cham- 
bers of farmers. wives and country 
ſquires upper ſervants, 
I now drew on towards the age of 
nine, and was rather luſty of my age 
than 
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| than otherwiſe. Walking about with- 
out ſtockings all my life, I had as good 
a leg as an Iriſhman, and for the very 
ſame reafon. I was alſo very lithſom in 
the back, owing to thin apparel, and not 
much of that: fo that, in other words, 
I was little better than a naked youth, 
and as rough as the wild one who was 
ſhewed at that time for a monſter. 
A mountebank, who was har- 
ranguing at Saliſbury in praife of his 
' medicines, enliſted me about this time 
in a manner too humane not to be ex- 
preſſed. He quartered at the fame inn 
our family put up at; and my honoured 
father and mother having had a battle 
among themſelves, the revenge of both 
in their turn was thrown on poor pil- 
garlic; and I was ſeverely bruiſed for 
having left ſome ballads at a window 
in the alehouſe where a monkey had 
found them, and tore them to pieces. 
1 1 
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J believe the damage. at prime coſt 
might be ſix-pence ; for tho there were 
near an hundred of them, they were 
ſtale and old faſhioned ones, having 
been ſung at Ranelagh and Vauxhall 
ſome years ago. 
O Upon my crying out in a very loud 
manner, the doctor (who was privately 
bleeding his own horſe in the next ſta- 
ble, he having been bred a farrier) 
overheard me, and ſtepping in at the 
peril of his cloaths, if not his life, parted 
us. Overtures were ſoon made; and 
he bought me as regularly for a ſhilling 
wet and a ſhilling dry as any horſe, ox, 
or aſs were ever bought at a country 
fair. My honoured parents from this 
day never ſet eyes on me; and it was 
ſome years after that I heard my dear 
parents were both tranſported (after 
having been threetimes whipped round 
Covent-Garden nt) for ſtealing po · 
tatoes 
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tatoes from an Iriſh fruit ſhop there- 


abouts. | 
My maſter very ſoon PRE AE me 
in the phyſical way, and often ſaid, 


ue young baſtard mind your hits, let 
nothing ſlip you; you may ſoon. make 


your fortune was I to die, while there 


are fools enough to buy (which there 
always will be in country places) You 


1 may find medicines to ſell at the ſmall 
profit of 95 per cent. which words, 
tho' I did not then fully underſtand, 
were eafily made true to me in after- 


life, when I came boldly to trade for 
myſelf. Having ſome little humour | 


about mie I ſucceeded his Merry-An- 


drew; and brought many a fair pound 


into the cheſt by jokes, which occurred 
as regularly to me by practice as oaths 
to a ſoldier. I alſo tumbled a little, 


ſpoke tragedy ſpeeches on the ſtage, 
and in ſhort, would turn my back to 
OTE” _ 
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no one in the art of a doctor's jackall. 


as the term is, among themſelves; for 

as that little beaſt is the provider to the 
great lion, we are the collectors of good 
dinners and ſuppers to theſe greater 
creatures itinerant phyſicians. 


Much about this time my maſter' 's 


fire- eater left him. This was then a 


f new trick, and of courſe not much 


backneyed in the eyes of men, as maſter 
Shakeſpear ſays of ſomething elſe. My 


maſter now propoſed my ſucceeding to 


this right honourable poft ; but my 
fears obliging me to refuſe it, at leaſt 


for the preſent, we had a ſevere quar- 


rel: and upon his telling me that I 
could eat mutton faſt enough and good 
Engliſh beef, I thought it ſuch a ſtain 
on my honour, that I ran away from 


him; and Thad the private fatisfaction 


(which revenge is too apt to give all 
all young minds) to find, from various 


chan- , 


en ent ene ae end AG ens Eo ina, 
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channels of intelligence, that he never 
throve afterwards; and about a year 
afterwards, paſſing over to Wales in 
the common boat with a Welch judge, 
his lordſhip's baggage. horſe kicked 
him : he had a mortification—and died 
| ſoon after. 115 
The world was now before me; 1 
was young and active; I longed to hear 
of my dear ſiſters and brothers welfare, 
but could not without finding out my 
honoured parents, whom indeed Inever 
expected or deſired to ſee again. My 
ſpirit was too great to be a ſervant as I 
now drew near to manhood ; and fo, 
tho' I had various offers to follow ſtrol- 
ling companies as their drummer or 
violin, and occaſionally to act an under 
gentleman or a thief (which is near the 
lame) I entered into partnerſhip with a 
conjurer, and by fortune-telling and 
cups and balls, we not only lived well 

e 1 | but 
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but even faved a good. deal of mo- 
ney. 
After ſome ſueceſs this way, and ; in- 
= deed too great to hold long (as I ever 
feared) I got a juſtice's maid with child 
in Devonſhire, and on my abſolutely 
refuſing to marry my concubzne, as I 
very unluckily called her before his 

face, he, who hated wit, ſaid I was a 
vagabond within the act, and ſent me 
to Bride well for a year, as he thought: 
but, knowing the tricks of a tumbler, 1 
threw myſelf unhurt from the upper 
ſtory upon a dunghill, and made off 
for England's great city, 

It was here I firſt entered a young 
gentleman's ſervice ; and I ſoon found, 
that tho* the common ſaying is that, 
ſervice is no inheritance, yet while it 
laſts it is a tolerable maintenance. My 
maſter kept much company, and tak- 
ing in the * I frequently 
read 
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read myſelf advertiſed, till tired of the 
expence they left off, and ſo all my 
fears were over; for London is a large 
| place, ſays I, and if I am forced to ſhift 
my. place, I am as great a ſtranger in 
the next ſtreet, as if I changed France 
for Germany, or England for America, 


My maſter being very careleſs in all 


his houſhold affairs, and very much be- 
tween town and country, I had rare 
pickings ; for ſeven years T lived with 
him, I never made up more than four 


ſhirts, nor even bought. ſix pair of 


ſtockings. I kept a pretty Jye-by, 


merely by mending and waſhing his 


linen: nay, at laſt (as the fooliſh ſim- 
ple creature confeſſed ſhe loved me) I 
made her pay me the money back 
whenever my maſter was ſo unlucky 
(for me) to pay her himſelf: but when 
he left it to me, you may depend on it 
ſhe had litre enough. She was quick 
. 1 
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at her needle, and could get money 
enough elſewhere. Beſides I allowed 
of her going aſtray, provided ſhe took 
care of her health, which indeed by 

my knowledge of phyſic, I always in- 
ſtructed her in. 
My maſter, after various ill luck in 
fe, dangling after the court and trying 
in vain to marry a lady of fortune, died. 
I knew his hand- writing too well not 
to take care of myſelf; and juſt when 
he expired I opened his buroe, where 
found his will. I ſoon found that 
what little he had to leave went to 
ſtrangers and ſome to hoſpitals, and 
that poor I only ſtood in there for a bare 
fifty pound. I caſt about how to bet- 
ter this, and no one being in the houſe, 
I began to think it but right to forge 
à codicil. It is plain, ſays I, that he 
loved me a little, even to give me fifty 
pound. It will appear then very natu- 
| ral, 
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ral, as I watched him in his laſt illneſs, 
that I might obtain ſomething further; 
and fo I drew up the following, ſo near 
his own manner of writing, that it was 


impoſſible ever to be found out, Be- 


ſides, ſays I to myſelf, if the hand is a 


little varied, the excuſe and proof is at 


hand, for they will ſay that illneſs had 
impaired him a good deal: but his 
name (as I had often counterfeited his 
franks, he being a member, and fold 
many a fair hundred at half a crown 
the dozen) was moſt excellently imita- 
ted. in ſhort, the whole was well 
managed ; and I thought the wording 
of it artful enough. Have I your orders, 
Mr. Chairman to repeat—to which the 
whole room ringing with aye, aye, he 


began, and read it from a paper he 


had brought for that purpoſe. 


_« Whereas by my will, bearing date, 


and {0 forth, I did then give to my 
K 2 good 
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good and faithful ſervant gol. to be paid 
with my other legacies, and ſo forth, 
which I then thought an equivalent 
for his care of me, over and above his 
Wages, which have been duly paid, 1 
now, during a very long illneſs, have 
ſo proved his honeſty, fidelity, and di- 
ligence, that I make a further addition 
of zool. to be paid at the fame time, 
and fo forth. 1 
Bure, gentlemen, this is for the ho- 
nour of the ſociety; the family were 


never in the leaſt ſuſpicious, but only 


faid (as my maſter was never known to 
be very gay among the ladies) that they 
wiſhed, for the fake of the deceaſed 
perſon's character, it had not been fo 
as they thought it looked like, pur- 
chaſing favours too groſs to mention. 
Let them talk what they would - ycu 
know I had the caſh ; and with 55o!. 


together with near as much, which ! 
Rn had 
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had ſaved from the proper perquiſites 
of a valet de chambre, I think I might 
very well rate myſelf a 1000]. man. 

Service now was at an end. By my 


early obſervation with-my doctor, I 


found that the private practice of the 
phyſical gentlemen was very advantage- 
ous; and ſo ſtepping to Scotland, I 
got the degree of M. D. for about two 
guineas and a ſupper, and in a new part 
of London, began away with a dining. 
room floor, a footman with a ſhoulder- 


knot, and in ſhort, the very firſt year 
cleared not only my expences, but 


made my 1000l, as many guineas. 
I now was ſeen at Fonathan's, at 


_ Garraway's, buying and ſelling, out of 


hours of practice; and finding that all 


the world were ruled by ſhew and out- 


ſide, egad I agreed with a ſtable-keeper 


for horſes at ſo much the morning or 


the afternoon ; and a coachmaker being 
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my patient, I fo contrived it, that his 
ineſs (which was a private one, he 
being a married man) ſhould be con- 
tinued till he began to be in a perpetual 
fear of a ſalivation, and then I made a 
merit of curing him; he promiſing 
me a ready-made chariot then in the 
warehouſe, which TI had often caſt my 
eyes on as I paſſed thro? it to his cham- 
ber. | 
'Thus equipt, I drove about, buſineſs 
or no; was ſeen in every part of Lon- 
don during the day, and often ſtopped 
at thoroughfare taverns where I had no 
buſineſs, to make believe I had, order- 
ing my chariot to the other door, which 
always had the deſired effect The 
Temple-gate was a conſtant plying 
place of mine; nobody could tell whoſe 
chambers I went to. It was a pleaſant 
walk thro” it; and my chariot meeting 
me at the other end, it appeared, you 
e know, 


'F 
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know, in two places, which, you know, 
had a double advantage. 

I now, gentlemen, draw near the 
period Iam now in. I thrive, have 


married two very rich widows, and am 


at the head of the privare practice in 
and about this very great metropolis. I 
own I often had fome ſlings and ar- 
rows (as my friend Shakeſpear ſays) 
ſhot at me by the regular troops, who 
are padding it about the ſtreets like tic- 
ket porters, but I laugh; my motto 1s-- 
but you may read it at the door; and 


you'll there ſee a coat of arms, which 


coſt me a few guineas, blazoned and as 
valuable as any in England. I went to 
the proper ſhop ; my name (if ever I 
had one) is Campbell, no bad one I aſ- 
ſure you, gentlemen, This chariot 1s 
ever at the ſervice of any member of 


this honourable ſociety, who wants to 
make his addreſſes to a rich widow (of 
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which there are many) and he ſhall 
paſs for my relation; I'll protect him; 
and, as I have not only the reputation 
of it but am in fact the poſi: flor, they 
need never fear being laughed at. I 


will trouble this honourable ſociety no 
further, as I ſee a more worthy member 


inclines to begin, whoſe hiſtory I ſhall 
very gladly liſten to. 
The next who roſe in turn, tho' not 


fo lucky as the preceding ones, yet, 


ſays he, I hope to prove that my merits 
are not leſs, I mean in the neceſſary 
practice of cheating one's maſter : with 
the ſame dexterity that I uſed to extract 


ſuillings, I could very eaſily have got 


pounds; but it never was my lot to 
live with very rich maſters. What can 


a man ſqueeze now from a captain in 


the Guards for inſtance, who perhaps 
has nothing but his pay—trifles, trifles; 
or from a plain gentleman of 3 or 400. 

3 per 
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per annum, mere trifles again: had I 
ever had the good fortune now to have 


| lived with a duke of C—s, or an earl 


C- d, when they were all in the me- 
ridian of their glory and expence, I 


ſhould have now been as warm as my 


neighbour the cornchandler. But in 


the great chain of beings, ſome muſt be 


happier, becauſe richer than others; 
this has been my caſe, and ſuch as my 

ſtory is (being next in turn) I will faith- 
fully relate it. 


I was the ſon of the country execu- 


tioner in the weſt of England (no mat- 
ter where exactly) and my father him- 
ſelf, after ſeeing fo many examples be- 


fore his eyes, could not help following 
them; for he was hanged himſelf, af- 


ter executing the office faithfully on 
others for ſo many years, on ſomething 


more than a ſuſpicion of ſtealing a 
horſe, Upon this I quitted the coun- 
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try (being about nine years old) and 
came to this metropolis, firſt as a hel- 
per at an inn yard; when afterwards 
I roſe tothe honour of vice- chamberlain 


of the ſeveral ſleeping rooms, the great 
chamberlain having undertaken the tap 
|  befides his other poſt; ſo that in fact 
he might be ſaid to do his office by de- 
puty. _ 
On this ſudden 8 Ilooked 
about me, wore better cloaths, better 
linen, now and then indulged myſelf 
in a hot ſupper, and I may ſay lived as 
well as the beſt of them. But much 
of the profits of our chambers ariſing 
from grave gentlemen, who drive in 
with a pretty girl now and then, mak- 
ing believe they come from the coun- 
try, and that their fair companion is 
their lawful wife, I, like a blockhead, 
muſt divulge the ſecret once, and ſo 


loſt my place, and was on the wide 
World 
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world as much as when my worthy 
parent was hanged. 

However man propoſes and ſome- 
body elſe diſpoſes : while I was medi- 


tating a return into the country, with 


no better view than going to plough 
and cart, a gentleman, who was going 

the circuit for the firſt time, took me 
with him; and accordingly I not only 
ſaw that part of England where his bu- 
ſineſs lay, but got footing as a gentle- 
man's ſervant, and a character as ſuch, 
in caſe I choſe to follow that way of 
life, which they all agreed was a very 
profitable one. Accordingly I fate out, 


tho' I ſoon found that my buſineſs, like 


that of an eaſtern eunuch, was to guard 
a fine girl who travelled with him, but 
always lay ſhort of the town ſome few 
miles, by way of ſaving appearances— 
and it was my lot always to attend her. 
I foon found that, like many others. of 

. my 
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- my acquaintance ſince, the perſon who 
paid her was not the favourite; for ſhe 
_ often granted favours to his clerk, which 


Il believe ſherefuſed to him. 


On dur return from the circuit, 1 
ſoon found that I was to be turned a- 
drift, and why? becauſe I refuſed ma- 
dam a certain favour, out of an affeFa- 
tion of mode y, the ſaid ; for, ſays ſhe, 
I know, you ſcoundrel dirty dog, that 
you lay with the cook at the Eagle and 
Child in Northampton, when you 
waited a day on account of your maſ- 
ter's letters. You think 1 know no- 
thing ! I would have you to know, 
that I know all your haunts, you ſancti- 
fied ſheepith puppy, and that I am 
meat for the firſt duke in this or any 
other kingdom, tho' I condeſcended 
Uke a fool to ſubmit to you. Away, 
avaunt, hence from my fight, let the earth 
hide thee ; thy bones are marrowleſs and 

thy 
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thy blood is cold: and know, ſays ſhe 
further, that 


Hell has no fury like a 1 


You muſt know ſhe was then, and 
had been for ſome years, an underling 
player, and in the moſt common caſes 
vented her rage in buſkin. To tell you 
the truth, I had ſome little turn for the 
ſtage, and getting into a company for 
a few months, I ſaw ſuch ſcenes as 
would not be believed were I to relate 
them, My abilities I found I was miſ- 


taken in, and ſo I quitied, having never 


arrived higher in the roble art and myſ- 
tery, than one of the dumb ſenators in 
Othello, or a thief in the Beggar's 
. 

Well! my beſt purſuit then was a 
gentleman's ſervice: I found one, a 


good honeſt retired old courtier; from 


him I learned to be complaiſant to my 


enemies, 
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enemies, and never to let any one ſee 
or know your real heart; that all malice 
was fair play, while it was neceſſary to 
ruin the fame, honour, or reputation of 
any one, eſpecially while the perſon is 
a candidate for a poſt, place, or prefer- 
ment; and more particularly if he pro- 
poſes himſelf a member for a ſeat in 
parliament. All this I learned during 
my ſtay with him; where indeed I got 
little more than ſome worldly inſtruc- 
tions; for his income being narrow, he 
kept a very cloſe houſe : but his dining- 
room was as full of pictures and china 
as an auctioneer's. I found in general 
indeed, that theſe kind of people put 
the beſt foot foremoſt, and whatever 
they eat or drink, they are ſure to fur- 
niſh their houſes and cloath their backs 
=. 5 
I left this gentleman with no other 
advantage than wages ; for vails he had 
3 moe, 
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none, as no other company but tea- 
drinkers came to his houſe ; and as to 
cloaths, &c. &c. &c. he better knew 
how to deal with them than they with 
him; for I have heard him ſay, that 
he always turned his hats and yet ſold 
them, as if they never had been turned, 
by which means the buyer loſt all his 
hopes of profit, which generally con- 
fiſts in that piece of practice. 

However, I got a good character 


from this place ; and Solomon, you - 


know, ſays @ good name is better than 
riches ; yet I had rather have had more 
of the latter and leſs of the former : at 


leaſt ſo it appeared to me at that time; 


and now ſee how things are changed, 


I have got money enough, and now I 


would fain have a good reputation, 
However, I have a decent income, 


and fo the hints of the world can't 


touch my plain neceſſaries of life; for 
malice 
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' malice is doubly of force when it pre- 
vents a man's ſubſiſtence, which is of- 

ten the caſe. 

Be this as it will, on the ene of 
my good character from the laſt place, 
I got another ſoon, which was a widow 

gentlewoman of very good fortune, I 
wiſh ſhe had lived longer; for in the 
year I ſtaid with hes I marketted, 
bought her horſe-meat, her drugs, and 
at her death got a legacy of 200l. But 
it was not for nothing I affire you, 
gentlemen ; there were ſecret ſervices, 
and I think I deſerved better pay : 
however, ſhe's dead ; or as honeſt Bo- 
niface ſays in the comedy, 


She's happy and I'm contented. 


I believe, indeed, had ſhe lived 1 
might have married her ; but my for- 
tune was never to be great in life. Mo- 

derate 
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derate income was all I ever deſired, 
and what I always have obtained: but 
there were good pickings of trinkets, 
books, table-linen, ſmall plate, prints, 
paintings, and tapeſtry, at her death, 
the particulars of which I would not 
trouble this honourable ſociety with : 

be it ſufficient to ſay, that it laid the 


foundation to my preſent little inde- 


pendency, and is not that trifle the 
world in general imagine. : 
At her death I found ſervice was no 
inberitance, according to a very old 
ſaying, and accordingly made love to 
her own and only niece, who, indeed, 
I thought had inherited all her fortune: 
but, as you will ſoon learn, it was not 
ſo! She gave herſelf great airs. As 
how, ſhe ſaid, what would the world 
lay, if as how ſhe married a footman. 
I knew her heart too well to mind this 
kind 


S o 
kind of language, and to make ſhort 
of a ſtory, which might be a very te- 
dious one if T recited all her tricks and 
turns, I married her, and with her re- 
ceived a poor 3oool. which I found 
(aas ſhe had diſpleaſed the old lady) was 
all ſhe had gained at her hands. How- 
ever, with this little nodicum I breathe, 
tho” I don't live. I keep a ſmall tavern, 
and have a good running trade. But 
what I mentioned lately about a good 
name is, that the report of the world 
is that I killed my wife with unkind- 
neſs: — ſome go ſo far as to fay I ſtarved 
her—and this has hurt me fo in the 
purſuit of others, that I have never 
been able to gain another fince of a for- 
tune I think I may command-—and 
ſo agreeable to what I have advanced 
before, A good name is better than 
riches. There are many further parti- 
culars, 
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culars, but as I ſee a letter juſt now de- 
livered to the chairman of the commit- 
tee, relative, I ſuppoſe, to the buſineſs 
of the ſociety, I will take up no more 
of your time, but refer other particu- 
lars, if they are of wy conſequence, to 
a future meeting. 

It was now put to the vote, if the 
letter juſt now received, ſhould be read 
then or at ſome other time, and being 
carried in the affirmative, it was began. 
The letter, by its name, declared from 
| whom it came, and it was from the 
very great man of all, whoſe ſucceſs 

was and perhaps would be the greateſt 
of any one in their ſphere of life, and 
whoſe good fortune had the early ſub- 
ject of this paper, as well as the occa- 
ſion of this their infant ſociety. But to 
the letter. 


Gen 
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Gentlemen, 

I ſhould but very ill merit the amaz- 
ing ſucceſs I have found in life, even 
ſo as to have a ſeat! in Þ——t, and be 

even a p c —ndid I not fairly ac- 
knowledge, that I once was lower than 
the loweſt of our fraternity ; and that 
Now bleſt with all ſucceſs, I do not 
forget the meaneſt individual ot 
them; but am both ready and willing 
to aſſiſt them either in my public or 
private capacity: witneſs the pains I 
and my friends have taken to keep off 
acts of pt which were intended to 
affect our body politic and injure our 
property: ſuch as the heads of an act 
fuor limiting the number of us, for tax- 
ing away vails (the only fund we have 
to bear up in old age) and other reſtric- | 

tions too tedious to mention. 
My riſe was very ſudden, From the 
charity ſchool, I immediately was a 
„ _- "and 
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kind of page to a young nobleman, 
_ who propoſed having an equipage af- 
ter the French manner : but he ſoon 
failed in the attempt, was ruined, and 
my firſt glory fell with his. From 
him I found a good maſter in a private 
commoner, who had ſuch an affection 
for freſh new linen, new ſhoes, and 
the like, that 1 not only was well 
cloathed myſelf, but even made many 
a fair pound in the year by the fale of 
my furplus: theſe were glorious days. 
Much about the year 1720, when 
money was as plenty as promiſes are 
now, I remember thoſe times with joy 
and regret, for the ſake of my worthy 
| brethren, that they are not ſtill the 

ſame. | 
Believe me, gentlemen, my heart is 
with you, and wiſh I could attend you 
in perſon ; but the gout prevents my 
travelling 
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travelling to London, otherwiſe, ſo far 
from being aſhamed of having been 
one of your number (tho my enemies 
may ſuggeſt ſuch a thing) I am proud 
to own it, and always ſhall. I know 
I have becn miſrepreſented in this very 
particular ; but I can and will prove 
the contrary, whenever I am called 
on, and do not in the leaſt doubt 
clearing up every cloud their malice 
has thrown over me. 
I lived with this gentleman long e- 
nough to know that he could not do 
without me; and ſo as I grew manly 
1 made my own terms, and inſiſted 


if I ſtaid that I ſhould be his gentleman 


out of livery. He conſented; and 
from that day I fixt my plan, which 
made me what I am. I ſuffered no 
other to come into my head, and per- 
ſeverance is almoſt always crowned 


with ſucceſs. 
My 
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N y maſter Was guardi ian to the 
richeſt heireſs of this kingdom. She 


' was now (luckily for me) ſcarce eight 


years old; it was my lot to attend her 


to morning walks, morning rides, &c. _ 


&c. &c. and having her alone, you may 
depend on it I took care to make the 
firſt ideas of her mind favourable to 


myſelf. I managed this with tolerable 


addreſs ;- and all my diſcourſe uſed to 
run on the folly of riches, compared to 
happineſs in the married ſtate, to which 
| ſhe ever liſtened, and, as Othello ſays, 


With a greedy ear devour'd up * 
diſcourſe. 5 


When I can have the Banur of at- 
tending your committee, I will explain 
myſelf to more advantage, and come 
into any ſcheme that ſhall further the 


good of ſuch a ſociety. In the interim 5 


I can only ſay in general, that, by tak- 


mg 7-2 


216 The SED A N. 
ing advantage of the infant mind of 
the young lady in queſtion, when of 
age ſhe choſe me; and the her family 
at firſt gave themſelves airs, and were 
free of their flights to our honourable 
profeſſion, I have already lived to ſee 
ſome of them, particularly in the army 
and church, want even ten guineas, 
which they have endured the mortifi- 
cation of obtaining at my ha ds. 
Believe me, &c. 
The reader is now to be informed, 
nothing further remaining to be told, 
that the ſociety is ſtill in being, and 
more numerous and flouriſhing than 
the order of jeſuits abroad, or the J—a 
C—y at home. 


